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by Capt, A.L.MacLaurih, Hontreal.

The Royal Highdanders of Canada, that is the Cdn |
Black Watcﬁ, provided a company of men for special
work with the Royal Regiment of Canada and five
nortar detachments eof whieh I was in comuand. We
were under the contrel of one ef the brigades. The
four martab detachments were with me in our Tank
Landing craft= or T.L.C., as we call it and the
fifth detachnent was attached to the R@yal Reginment,
and was in a eeparate cralt, Our particular role
'Was to fire sm@ke and high explasive mortar bombs
»at the headlands on the left entrance to Dieppe
harbeur and assist the attack of the Royal Regiment
ih this way., Let me say that I cannet speak too
highly of the conduct of hy Men, as they were
sinply magnificent under the terrific fire that was
pauring into the vessel from all angles, Our ship
was being hit repeatedly by small arms fire, mortar
and explesive 2 pounder. We were struck on the deor
of the ship* S magazine, blewing it @ff,=and blowing-

the high explesive shells out of their cases,
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'Tﬁrough Eame freak, the ﬁagazine,did net explede.
_ We were struck through the stern, damaging an engine,
and causing the ship te take water. We were hit
several times on the bridge, by shellfire, which
put both our 2‘poundérs out‘of action, A nmertar round
got a direct hit on the 2 p@uﬁdér ammunition locker
on the bridge blowing out the ronnds, and these
» again, fortunately did net explede, Our drawbridge
on the bow of the vessel was shet away, se that 1t
couldn't be closed, When we withdrew fron the beach,
we attempted to renalr fhis'door, so that we couid'
make a fresh landing, This was found te be impess=
ible. All this time the vessel was leaking, and was.
in a very cripnled conditiéh. We remained off bieppe
until‘arnund 2,30 pe.msy, when due to the conditien
of the vessel, the skipnerAQecided to return te port.
'We put into the nearest pert from Dieppe, rathgr |
than precead to our base, bgcausé of the damage done
‘to our craft. The navalAcfew showed the utm@st cour-
age and disregard for danger throughout the en;ire
action, \

Now I'd like you to hear from Cpl Joe McCouan»ﬁpo
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was with me at Dieppe, and whe wi1i give you his

ihpressions......_



TALK BY CPL, J, MeCouay
 DIEPPE RAID o

The erossing itself Was uneventful and plaasant.
The tanks beside us on the ship give g feeling of
security and conf'idence, About 4.00 a.m., we could
sea Boulongne gettirg hit hard by our places, And gs
zero houp aprroached.. 5,20 for us,. all hell 1let
loose, and the boys above us in the tank turrets could
sce everything, and were reiatiny it to us., By that
time, 1t was almost broad davlight Then the front
deor of our ship, which werks on a drawbridge princ-
iple, opened and that seemed to be what Jerry was
Wwalting for, as everything was throewn in at us,
~ The leading tank was hit, but kept on going. In Eact
all the tanks were hit, but kept going, one 1in pnf%-
icular was hit four times. Then one of our tanks
fired 2 shots at an eneny Lank, and blew it up, The
scout car, which hadg managed to got ashore safely
. was last seen uearlng up Marashal Fach BwuleVard at
top speed, Jerry ran like hell when he saw the tanks
and our two Vickers gunrers, Torante scottées, took .

a heavy toll of them. Two of our Vickers gunrers-
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were waunded, but their place was quickly taken by
spares. They put up a darn good show. A shell hit
out front door just after the. tanks landed, and it
fell into the water, The skipper backed off to try
and land again, but the door dragging pfeventéd the
boat. from getting close enéugh to the shore; It
prevented us from landing, as there was absolutely
no way to fix the doqr.

As we were backing off shore, a shell hit the nag=
agine fcr the Bofors guns, and put the ship's twv
gun crews of 6 men out of action. Our boys went up
on deck, and brought them dewn below for medical
care, and the docs did a magnificent job without a
murmer- brave men ali. Every man on board'was'calm
and ready for a landing if it were possible, and I
know I speak for all the boys of the Black Watch who
didn't manage to make it this tinme, when I say that

1 hope we will, next time,



