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FOLKLSTCNL , lst, feather - cloudy. Dominién Day. Ewrycne is in excellont spirits. Last minute prevarationt
KONT, LG, Sat. are going on. We can now look forward to that for which we have been asking fer so long - a g
crack at Tritz. The veh, party left at 0100 hrs. for RUITURD their concentration ares. |
}
CLYNDE. 2nd. iicather - fog in the morning, clearing in the afterncon. At 1130 hrs. the marching party lefti
Sun. for the concentration area and arrived around 1d0o hrs. at CLYNDL After a very welcome megl
most of the boys went to sce a play in the camp. |
CLYNDE. 3rd. iieather - raining. The norning was spen“ in resting and final equining. Je were pleased %o
lion. hear, later in .he day, that during the evening wve would be vermitied to visit the neighbouringf%%/
town, BRIGHTOI, DASTBOURN ete.. Lvery orne was back on “ine a% 2300 hrs,. :
CLYNDE 4th. “eather - cloudy, clearing on afternoon. As everyone was (C.B. “ho day vas spen® 1in resting.
Tues. It was announced that we would bhe moving early the following morning to our embarkation area.
During the evening the boys drew energency rations for two days, and crmpleted final packing.
NLWHAVEL, S5th. ‘Jeather - clear and fine. Larly this morning we were transported to NLVIIAVLN JARROUR in TCVs.
Vied. and boarded a small cruising vessel, the "ISIIL OF GULRNSLY! along with the RLOILTNT Dy HATI0 -
BLUVL and tve C4LGARY HIGHLANDLTS. We were very crowded, averaging 56 men per room. At
twilight the pipes of the BLACK JATCY and the CALGARY HIGILANDLRS played as the ship weighed - ‘ -
anchor, and we pushed out into the CLAINEL as sailors and Tommys on the dock gave us the
"Thumbs up". :
FRANCE. 6th. -
JUNO BLACH. Thur.. Wieather - clear and very varnm. After a very quiet crossing we arrived around COURSLUILLL in
FRANCL. e passed alongside the battleship H.I.S. "RODNEY" which had been assisting in shell-
ing the enemy and breaking up his panzer attacks, This part of the Channel was busisr than 22
S5t. Catherine Street on a Saturday night. We reached shore and marched off to a nearby field
where we shed our '"lae Wests'", then marched through BANNVILLE where we had some tes and some
bully beef. After an hours rest we marched through 3TL. CROIX and on to our area at ViLFRY ’
-sur-LER where Llaj. If TZFLID, the officer of the adwance party, was waiting tomeet us. ‘ S
VAILERY-sur 7th. Veather - clear in morning, clouding up in afternoon. The day was occupied in maintenance /
-1ER. vied., and general cleaning up. During the night a force of 480 Lancasters bombed CATIN from about ;/,/' i
12000 feet, not a single enemy plane interrupting the proceedlngs. = Our known losses were /7 §
three bombers and one fighter. One of the Lancasters, cut of control, »nlunged headlong into
the sea and burst into flames. The crew managed to bail out and are belicved to have landed

in the Allied lines.
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VALERY-sur 3th. Weather - clear and fine, The vehicle party arrived last night around 0200 hrs. and today y
~lier. Thur, they are all busy on naintenance, «tc, In the alternoon we paraded for inspection by Lt. %%V
FRANCE . Gen. STILIOIDS. The Corps Cormander reminded us that we should uphold our good name by our
conduct and our fighting.
VALERY=-sur Yth, Church parades were held today for Protestants and for Catholics. In the afternccn the Y
-iER ed, N.C.0s. attended a lecture on tank recognition. : '
. e/ ALERY-sUur 10th. Weather- clear and warn. The advance party, composed of 1%aj. llotzfeld and S5gt. Ritchie,
-1uR Thur. left this nmorning to recce. our new concentration ares as we are soon expecting to partic-
ipate In the attack crossing the River ORNE. They recce. party buried some Canadians and éf
I some Jerrys. An 0 Group was held about 2100 hrs. for our move to the forward area. Ve
started moving about midnight and reached our destination at 0400 hrs.. ~Our artilliery
can -be heard giving the Ilun no rest.
FRANKEVILLE {1l1lth. Weather - cold and raining. Lveryone dug in this nmorning and cnjoyed a sleep for part of
: Fri. the day. Nine eneny aircraft flew over our positions during the afternoon and four were
‘ shot down. 4th. Cdn., Inf. Bde. moved into the line during the night. There was some
shelling in our area, ‘but no one was hurt. : ’
FRANKEVILILE. {12th. Yeather - cloudy. Same routine - everyone improving upon their slit trenches after the
Sat. few shells we had vesterday. At 1430 six enemy aircraft vere seen diving on Bde, H.Q..
Two were seen crashing towards the lines of the RUGT. de IMAISSONNEUVL who incidentally
wounded and captured a sniper.
"E‘RANKEVILLE 13th. Weathe«r - cloudy and showers. No news of any move. The ARDINNL ABBEY received a few
Sun. hits during air raids around our area, but we suffered no casualties.
FRANKEVILLE, jl4th. Weather - clear and very varm. Bastille Day was celebrated at ROTS today. The guard of
ilon. honour was provided by the RIGLINT de NMATISONNEUVE, our Bn. sending over as representcatives
Sgt. Carton from B. Coy. and Cpl. Lessard from the I. Ceen.. They reported that it had 7
becen a most interexzting and impressive ceremony and that it had been broadcast in 'rench /
to LIOIREAL, A straffing raid was made by 12 F.¥. and I.E.109s, and of the three shot
down one fell in flames in the area of the Regt. de IMAISONLLUVL. shells fell in our D
Coy. area, wounding Sgt. Hulley and L/cpl. Alexander.. '
FRANKSVIL 15th. Jeather - clear and very varm.  Not ruch change. It is now known that we will take part
P Tues, in the crossing of the River ORNLE at CAEN and push SOUTH. During the night an exuiremely //
e heavy artillery barrage commenced and continued, practically non-stop, all night.. A.Coy
sdarched VERSON Tor snipers and suspect civilians, finding none.
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 FRANKLVILIE. 16th \feather - clear and warn. Same routine, The C.C. attended an 0. Group at Bde. regzarding
| FRANCE. Vied. our first major operation. - Lt. DUFFILLD, the Seout Officer, returned from the front line
. ) 2l : ’ ’

having been attached to the ROYAL REGILLIT OF CANADA, 4th. Cdn. Inf. Bde., and held lectures

giving the lads up front a lot of trouble. Trese lectures were

~

office and Capt. STUART'S dug-out. The C.0. made the personnel
drill on the enplacement of slit trenches,

.ANKEVILIE:} 17th Vieather - clear and warn. In the afterncon "he C.0. held an OC.

BIEAU, WATT, GARRUTT and w868 and wounding several others. At

these men, the padre, Capt. BLRLIS was wounded by another mottar

\
‘AEN. 18th} - Wieather - clear and warn. The terrific rumble of bombs falling
Fri. this morning as the R.AVF. with more “han 1000 bombers opened up.
Map.refs. : them appeared another 1000 bhombers, dropning fragmentation bombs.
Sheet 7F/1. to CAEN at 0920 hrs.and concentrated on the southern side of *he

from the East bank while making a recce of the area selected for

.‘ plan: B.Boy. with 36 men from Support Coy. plus one sec. Carrier Pl. would carry the boats
across the Racetrack O367}and cross in daylight, two pls. plus the dismounted carrier sec. at
032673 and one pl. at 03567635 D Coy. taking up posn. along the ditch and line of trees border-
ing the river would be Fire Coy.. This was the only cover in the Race track area. C.%A., and
D. Coys. would cross on a Kanok bridge, erected and placed by A. Coy. Due to the possibility
of 3rd. Div. troops being in the area, the artillery concentration which we asked for was re-
jected. D. Coy. would be in posn. by H-15. H hour was 2215 hrs, when the Bn. broke from thein
' cover at 031679, the platoons setting out for their crossing points by the most direct routes.
| “hen the two pls. malking for the crossing point on %the right flank had gone 300 of the 806 vds.

total distance it was scen that D. Coy. had been delayed and had

caged by Tire.

on the precautions to be taken against enemy snipers and nmortar fire, both of which had been

ly interesting. The. Bn. 0. Group was disturbed when a few shells landed near the H.Q. Coy.

Thur the plan of the Higher Comnand for the break out fronm CALN. The 5 Bde. will lead the advance -
for the 2nd. Inf. Div., the BLACK VATCH making the river crossing for the Bde., using 18 men
Assault boats, and establish a bridgehead in FAURLRG de VAUCELLES, During the 0.Group the

Bn. was mortated, one bomb landing immediately behind B. Coy. 60cwt. ccoker, killing Pts.

bomb.

Div. had crossed the River ORNE above VAUCELLES and were clearing towards it. Between noon
and 2030 hrs. there were four 0 Groups, the Bn. being mortared during three of them. During
the afternoon Lt. Jock NEILL was reported méssing and Sgt. Nelson wéunded by enemy s.a. fire

of the Race track. B. Coy. kept on, and vhen the lead boat was arprox. 50 vds. from the river
the enemy opened fire with machine guns and mortars from the high ground along the East bank
The men kept on until casualties made it impossible for those not hit to support the boats,

7& Those who were still able nmade for the ditch and were joined by D. Coy. and the enemy was en-

fourd by all %o be absorbing-

of B.H.Q. carry out some

Group in which he outlined

twilight, just after burying

on CAEN was heard at sunrise
the new offensive. After

The Bn. moved by march route
town. By this time the 3rd.

the crossing. The final

just reached ‘he Vestern &nd
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CAEN.
liap refs.
Sheet 7F/1

(con)

VAUCELLES.

IFS.

IFS‘
HILL 67

18th,
Fri.
{con)

19th.
Sat.

20th.

Sun,

21st.
Mon .

The pl. making the crossing on the left flank met with no opnosition. B. Coy.
suffered 36 casualties including Lt. AUSTIN who died of wounds, and liaj. STEVLNSON,
wounded.The only boat not holed by enemy fire was the lead boat in which Cpl. ¥atson
and a few men gallantly managed to cross the river, though Cpl. VATSON and others
were killed in so doing. During this action the Bn. lMedical Orderlies did magni-
ficent work under fire, notable among whom was Cpl. STEELE of B. Coy. who tended the
wounded under heavy fire with complete disregard of danger. At last light enemy
planes bombed the racetrack, and upon darkness falling the Bn. crossed on the Kapok
bridge and -occupied the town without resistance. The night was spen® 1n patrolling,
neutralizing eneny snipers and digging in.

Weather - clear and fine. llaj. STEVENSCON was evacuated to A.D.S. at éggo hrs. as the
Regt. de LAISONNLUVE passed through our posns. to attack FLEURY-sur- “which they
reached and held without much difficulty. In turn the CALGARY HIGHLANDERS passed
through them to Pt. 67. The Bn. moved up on the axis and took IFS where they consol-
idated, and during the night held firmly and beat off several counter attacks thrown
against the position.

pleather - clear and fine. F. Ech. rejoined the Bn. arcund 0400 hrs. at IFS and all
were dug in by 0600 hrs.. Snipers were active all day in buildings and fields around
our position and during the day 10 were brought in in a very shaky condition.- Enemy
mortars and shelling caused some casualties during the day, prompting us to seek the
securify of our slit trenches. Moaning Minnies were guite plentiful on our front
and that of the CALGARY HIGHLANDERS. The Medical section under Capt. OHKLE in pick-
up and caring for the wounded. The 6th. Cdn. Inf. Bde. attacked through us, with
Artillery support, at 1500hrs. The attack went off as planned and objectives were
taken. An enemy counter attack forced the SCUTH SASKATCHEWAN REGIVENT to withdraw
with many casualties. Our Bn. remained firm and was placed under the command of the
6th., Bde. to counter attack.

\leather - Very heavy rain. Shelling and mortaring against our positions continued.
During the night the 6th. Bde. had taken quite a knocking but no ground was lost. In
the late afternoon we were told that we would have to attack HILL 61 %o relieve the
ESSLX SCOTTISH who were having a bad time. At 1800hrs. the Bn., under cover of a
creeping barrage attacked successfully and consolidated, while the CAMERONS of CANADA
attacked ST. ANDRLE-sur-ORNE. During the night we were attacked by planes, but we
suffered no casualties.llaj. FRASER commanding D. Coy. was wounded by a shell fragment
while digging his slit trench and died a few hours later.
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IFs
FRALNCE.
HILL 67

IFS
HILL 67

IFS

‘ILL 67

MAY-SUR~-

CRNE.

‘lp .

22nd.
Tues.

23rd.
x:{r e d. .

2Afth *

Thur.

25th.
FRI.

Yfeather - still raining. Hortaring and shelling continues on a heavy scale and

casualties are nounting. The R.A.P. continues to shine in evacuating casualties under
all sort of conditions. In the morning the Bn. beat off a Jerry counter attack. The
C.0. handled the situation very well. Lt. LleGILL was wounded in the back by shrapnel.

Weather - cloudy. Around 0100 hrs. mines were laid on the road on the left of our DOSN. .
At 0400 hrs. a German fighting patrol approximately 50 strong infiltrated through the
forward companies and attacked the Cornand Post. A short sharp fight ensued, lasting

15 minutes. Our casualties were one killed and one wounded while Fritsg lost 17 killed
and four wounded, while 22 prisoners were talen. During the day mortaring and shell-

ing continued on a heavy scale with the C.0. taking all possible counter measures. At
night a standing patrol was sent out to prevent the Germans from repeating last night's
nerformance. Capt. TRAVERSY was wounded today by shrapnel. Support Coy. H.Q. was
wiped out by a direct hit.

Vleather - clear and warn. At 0330 hours the mines previously laid down were lifted.
Shells and mortar continue to land around us. In the afternoon the C.0. called an 0O
Group to make preparation for operation SPRING which i$ to take place tomorrow. The
plan: CAMERONS OF CANADA to clear ST. ANDRE-sur-ORNE, CALGARY HIGHLANDERS %o take ST.
MARTIN de FONTENAY and our Bn. to take lIAY-sur-ORHE. ,

Weather - clear and warm. This morning at 0400 hrs. Lt. Col. S.5.T.CANTLIE, every bit
a fighting man, was fatally wounded by machine gun fire while out on a recce with the
I.0., Lt. DUFFIELD, who was also wounded. Lt. Col. CANTLIE died from his wounds at
0600 hrs. and was buried near the caves at FILURY-sur-ORNE. At 0330 hrs. the CALGARY
HIGHLANDLRS started their attack, and from "he outset a grim battle ensued. The
CALGARY HIGHLANDERS did manage to get a Coy. into MAY-sur-ORIE but were unable to
consolidate there. The Bn. under the command of llaj. GRIFFIN, acting 0.C.yformed un
and went in on the attack , but the Coys. were able to get no farther than the ridge
overlooking the town when they ran into a heavy concentration of fire, and of the fwd.
companies, practically all are missing. F. Ech. was badly shelled and mortared on the
outskirts of 5T. ANDRL-sur-ORNL, where Sgt. JANES was killed when a mortar landed in
his slit trench. Capt. STUART was wounded as were many others. An attack on FAY-sur
-CRNE by the Regt. d= TAISONULUVL was planned for 1900 hrs. to relieve the nressupe on
the Bn. but half vay to the town they, too, ran into very heavy m.g. fire and were un-

able to reach their objectives. The. BH. was now cut off, with very little chance of
recovery,
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FLEURY-sur 26th. VVeather - fair and windy. During the night the remainder of the BLACK "/ATCH were
CRIUE. Sat. pulled back to regroun, re-equip and be brough‘t back up to strength. A few, a very
FRANCE. few,of those missing have managed to make their way back to the Bn. and of these,
the large najority have been wounded. aj. FJULHITCHELL took over command of the W
Bn. with the rank of Lt. Col., and Lt. LAV was promoted %o the rank of Capt. in the
capacity of Adjutant, replacing Capt. STUART, wounded vesterday. Lt. LcKENZIE is
the new I.0.. These avpointments are typical of the changes which have had to be
‘ : nade throughout the entire Bn..
PILURY-sur 27th. Vieather - dull but warm.  Reinforcements are starting to pour in and the day is
-QRUE. Sun. spent in getting into some semblance of order once more. The 0.C. addressed us today
saylnv that in all its hlStOI‘V, never has the honor of the "HACKIE'" been higher than
. it is today. Mo more news of the missing boys.
FLEURY-sur 28th. Vlegther - fair and warn. Slight air activity in the Bde. area during the after-~ /%//
-0RNE . kion. noon, but no casualties. Re-organizing continues apace. We have had no more /
‘ , nevis of the missing.
FLLURY-sur 29th., Wfeather - rain in morning, clearing in afternoon. Routine conftinues and things are /
-CORNL, Tues. now very quiet in this sector. The only guns vwe hear are our own - a most welcone
' change )
FILLURY=-sur 30th, Veather - fair, warm in afternoocon. The Bn. 1§ fast getting up to strength once more /
. ~-CRIE. Wed. and training within the Coys. has been started.
FLLURY=-sur - 31st, Vfeather - fair and warm. As this eventful month draws to a close we find the Bn. ,/
~ORIL. Thgri reorganizing and re-equiping and everyone catching up on rest and sleep, the latter ‘W
: ‘ peing disturbed more frequently by the mosquitos in our slit trenches than by the

:sound of the guns around our position.
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