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of CSM TURNBULL, A.F., wag insugurated. The boxing and wrestling tezms are now
in full training and from all reports are shaping up well. This morning Brig. W.
J.MEGILL, D.S.0., left to take command of a Bde. in the 3rd. Div. and will be pro-

ceeding with them in the Army of Occupation. Lt-Col. R.L.ELLIS, C.0. the CALGARY
HIGHLANDERS, will be A/Comd. 5 C.I.B, pro tem. A Bn. sports meet was held this

Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information to Appendices and
initials
lst. Bn. The Black Watch (R.H.R.) of Canada.
‘War Diary for month of June, 1945.
VAREL., 1st,. Weather - intermittent showers. Documentation took place for the voting in the
HR 2734. Jun, forthcoming Federal Election, Coy. parades were carried out in the morning and in
Ref, Sh. L 2. Fri. the afternoon the men participated in sports, with one compeny out swimming at the
Wilkhelmshaven, beach at DANGAST MR 255398, In the Officer!s Mess tonight a party was accorded to
1:100,000 Brig. W.J.MBGILL, D.8.0., Commanding 5 C.I.B., who will be relinquishing the commend
_ GERMANY, in the near future. Other guests attending were Mej. J.DELAMERE, Bde. Major, and
Maj. D.W.TURNBULL, D.A.A. and Q.M.G.. A kilt issue in the Bn. has commenced - 72%ﬁsz/”
down to and including the Captaings. ’ ST
2nd. Weafher -~ fair and warm. The Bn. parade scheduled for this morning was cancelled.
Jun. A check of enemy gun emplacements in the area was mesde today. Emplacements at
Sat. MR 304352 end MR 277384 are empty, but at MR 261398 there are four 12.8 cm. A/A
‘jguns, minus breech blocks and without ammunition. Also at this location there is
a range finder and two radar detectors. With their rations today all coys. received
a free issue of beer. After an absence of almost two months, on course in Englandj
Maj. R.F.DAVEY returned to the Bn. and the command of B Coy.. g7,/
3rd. Weather - clear and warm, A voluntary R.C. Church Parade was held this morning
Junk at R.C.E.M.E. Workshops., Hon. Capt. A.REOCH, our Padre, left today for U.K. leave, .
Sun. A quiet Sunday was spent by all. 2322/
4th. Weather -~ showery. Today voting commenced in the Federal Election. A mobile bath
Jun. is now in operation about two miles out of town and the coys. are taking turns in
Mon, attending there. This morning a junior n.c.os. drill school, under the tutelage
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4th,
Jun.
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Jun.
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Sat,
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afternoon when & team was chosen to represent the BLACK WATCH in the forthcoming
Bde. Sports Day. Special Canteen Parades were held today when Canadian chocolate
bars and cigarettes were on sale. The Bn. ia now operating = Tallors shop %o
assigt the men in maintaining the high standard of dress wkich they have set them-
selves, All compasses and binoculars on issue were turned in today.

Weather ~ cloudy and warm. As of today each compeny will take turns as duty coy.-
term of duty being from Sunday to Sunday.
lightly oiled and turned in to the Q.M.Stores today.
throwers were also prepared ready for turning in.
the evening B Coy. beat A Coy. 9 runs to 7..

Wasp and portahle flame
In a softball game played in

Weather - cloudy and warm. The regular routine was followed today, Coy. parades,
inspections, and rehabilitation lectures. The polling in the Federal Election
continues. The Officers of the Bn. now wear the kilt afier Parade hours.

Weather - fair and warm with occasional showers. At the rehegbilitation lectures t
morning, educationzl questionnaires were ¥illed out by all the men. In the after-
noon the 5 Bde. Sports meet was held, commencing at 1400 hrs.. Compe tition was
keen and the lead in points changed hands frequently before the day's events were
all run aoff. The final standing showed that the CALGARY HIGHLANDERS had won the
meet, with the REGIMENT de MAISONNEUVE in second place. These two units will
represent the Bde. in the finals for the championship of the 2nd. Cdn.Inf.Div., to
be held at WILHELMSHAVEN on the 1llth. of this month.

Weather - showery. Today was the last day of polling in the Federal Election.
All officers attended a demonstration of guard mounting put on by the Bn. n.c.o.
school., Capt. R.H.BARTLETT and Lt. W.J.DUFFIELD left today for Canzda to proceed

with the Cansdiesn Far East Force.

Weather - fair and warm with occasional showers. Al] the Coys. had group phofo—
grephs taken today and groups were also taken of all the Officers and all the Sgts.

Append. 5.

All PIATs and 2" Mortars have been cleaned

Append. 8.
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An ENSA show played in VAREL today,

our allotment of 95 geats for each performance
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VAREL 9th
MR 273%4 Jun
Ref.Sh.L 2 Sat
- Wilhelmshaven,{contd)
1:100,000
Germany.
10th
Jun
Sumi
11th
Jun,
Mon.
12thi
J e
Tuesg

.i\Weather - dull in mornineg, clearing later. Today the Bn. transferred five men to

was fully tseken up. The men of A Coy. went to AURICH, MR8342, where they had an

opportunity to swim in the pool there. Tonight we had a vieit from Maj.R.W.GELSTON,

previously with this unit, and later CSM of a training Coy. at ALDERSHOT, N.S..

The Major is now with the 7th. Bn. The Imperisl Black Watch, and was awarded the
M.C., being in command of the leading Company of the 51lst. Highland Div., in the

crogsing of the Rhine.

Weather -~ fair and warm. Voluntary Protestant and Catholic Church Services were
held this morning, the men attending the former parade joining the CALGARY HIGHLAND
ERS in the absence of our ®nit Chaplein, H/Capt. A.REOCH. The second edition of
the Bn. newspaper was issued todaye. 150 men of the Bn. attended at the swimming
pool at AURICH this afternoon. Maj. V.E.,TRAVERSY she A/C.0. thée BLACK WATCH, and
Maj. C.S.MACLAREN, A/2 i/c spent the morning skeet shooting with Maj-Gen.A.BRUCE
MATHEWS, D.S,0., C.Be.E., E.D., G+0+C. 2nd. Cdn. Inf. Div., and Lt-Col. R,.L.ELLIS,
A/Comd. 5 C.I.B.. In the evening the msssed pipe band of the Div. played for
"Retreat" in the town sgquare in VAREL.

Weather - fair in morning, heavy rain in afternoon. This morning and again in the
afternoon 150 men of the Bn. were transported to OLDENBURG to swim in the large poo]
operating there. A short class on the basic principles of night driving is being
started within the Bn,. C Coy. is Duty Coy. this week. The command of C and Sp.
Coys. chenged hands this morning, !2j. D.C.IIENZIDS of C Coy. going to Sp., and Capt
H.D.FREESTON to C Coy.. ' '

the Bde. Defense Platoon. Centeen perades were held for all Coys. this morning.
In the efternoon the Div. Tabloid Sports meet wes held at WILHELMSHAVEN, Abont
1C0 men from the Bn. attended in the capacity of spectators only as the Bde. was
represented by the CALGARY HIGHLANDERS end the REGIMINT de MAISONNEUVE, The first
named unit emerged victors of the meet, 2nd $ Bde. was the leading Bde. in the Piv.,

L]
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Varel,

MR 273%4.
Ref.Sh, I 2.
Wilhelmshaven
1:100,000
Germany.

13thi
Wed |

14th}
Jun.
Thur

15th¢
June
Pri,

Weather - rain in morning clearing later. Company parades and educational lectures

continue to take up the major portion of the morning. ‘Almost daily the Q.M. is
calling upon us to turn in various items of our equipment. In the afternoon A
Coy. participated in Sports while B Coy. went on a route march which terminated at
the Mobile Baths. Approximately 30 men from D Coy. were interviewed today in
regard to courses. Since there is no role in present operations for the Scout .
Platoon, this platoon was disbanded today, the men being absorbed into Sp. Coy. or
returning to the coys. from whence they had come originally.

Weather - cloudy and cold. Capt. C.NADEAU, Lt. R,P.BIRSE and Lt. S.S.MacKELLAR
have left the Bn. to proceed to Canada on duty. Lt. J.G.ROBERTS has departed for
the C.P.E.F. and his position as Sports Officer taken by Lt. R.C.BYERS, Movement
orders for the first men for the Canadian Occupational Force arrived here today.
Each C y. spent the morning in drill and guard mounting instruction and practice,
the afternoon being taken up by sports. At 1500 hrs. Maj. V.E.TRAVERSY, A/C.0O.
the BLACK WATCH , called a meeting of the Coy. Commanders where he advised that we
were called upon to despatch one company to the MEPPEN area tomorrow for guard
duties on a Yugo-Slav DPX camp.. :

Weather - clear but cool. At 0830 hre. this morning a composite company consisting

of one platoon from each of A, B and D Coys. under the command of Maj. D.C.MENZIES,

left for BATHORN, MR 510432, near MEPPEN, tp take over guard duties from part of the

Polish Div. for a period of four or five days. The Platoon Commanders were Lieut.
S.L.MARTIN - A Coy., Lieut. E.N.DOYLE -~ B Coy., end Lieut. L.R.THOMAS - D Coy.,
with CSM STEBBINS, R.C., D 71464, This morning the first Canadian Occupational

Forces draft left the Bn.. For the past week or ten days there has been a constant

trickle of men leaving to return to Censda for the C.P.E.F.. Liedt. W.H.SPARROW

was today elected to the Div. Tug-of-Yar Committee. In the afternoon and evening
the Canadian Army Show "Haversacks" played in the Allee Hotel, in the Regiment de

MAISONNEUVE's area - 144 men of the unit being permitted to attend at each show.

Tonight Sp. Coy. engaged in a softbsll game ageinst a visiting team from the U.S.
Army, losing 9 runs to 7.

72
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VAREL
MR 2734
Ref.3h. L 2.
. Wilhelmshaven.
1:100,000
Germany.

16th,
June.
Sat.

17thi
Jun.
Sun.

Weather -~ showery and cool. This was a quiet day within the Bn.. In the evening
a special guard platoon composed of men from esch of the rifle coys. participated
in a ceremonial "Retreat" in the town square of VAREL. The guard commander was
Lieut. R.C.BYERS., The massed pipe band of the 2nd. Cdn. Inf. Div. - under Pipe-
Major E.J.PEDEN of the BLACK BWATCH, played at the ceremony. In the absence of the
Commanding Officer, Maj. V.E.TRAVERSY, and the 2 i/ec, Maj. C.S.MACLAREN, both of
whom were visiting the U.S.troops in NORDENHAM, the sslute waa taken by Maj. BE.S.

smert appearence of the men made this a most impressive ceremony. Spectators from
the CALGARY HIGHLANDERS and the REGIMENT de MAISONNEUVE, as well as this unit,
thronged the town square, vying with the civilians for points of vantage. At the
movie in the cinema in the town this evening the Canadian News featured Investiture
at Buckingham Palace and on the screen we saw Sgt. BLAKE, V., D 82913, recipient of
the M.M. upon that occasion, absent from the Bn. since last October when he was
wounded at GOES, in South Beveland, Holland. We were happy to see that he is
apparently enjoying good hedlth again. '

Weather - fair and warm, Voluntary Catholic end Protestent Church Parsdes were in
effect at 1000 hrs. this morning. The latest issue of the Bn. paper was issued
today. The policy of this periodical hss been changed, and it is now the intentio
to appear weekly with adwance notices of events scheduled for the forthcoming week-
to deal in the future rether than in the past. Word received from our Guard Coy.
at BATHORN gives us a2 clesrer picture of the situation there. In the camp there
are men of the two Yugo-Slav factions, about 1500 adherents of Marshall Tito and
400 followers of General Mihaelovitch. Statting 2bout one month ago a slight
antagonism developed between the two sides, manifested mostly by battles of words.
On the day our men took over, however, one side hed hoisted its flag, only to heve
it torn down and destroyed by the orrosing faction. Feelings were running rather
high 2t the time, and although there was no blood spilt it was deemed adviseable to
keep our men on the alert all that night. The show of force m=sde its influence
felt ae during the rest of the stay there were no untoward incidents. Prior to
our arrivzl guerd duties had been in the hends of one Colonel, two Subalterns 2nd
ten men of the British Army.

DUFFIELD, A Coy. Commander, The bright sunshine of the evening and the exceedingl)

=
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VAREL 18th.
MR 2734 Jule
Ref.Sh. I 2. Mon.
Wilhelmshaven. :
1:100,000 >
Germany.
18+th,
Jun.
TuesJ
20th.
Jun.
Wed .
21 at N
Jun.
Thur.

the policy to be adopted re the elements of the German Army, returning to their
homes was discussed, their possession of arms, etc.. A Coy. Commanders meeting
was held at 1330 hrs. when the decismion of the O Gp. was passed on, Maj. R.F.
DAVEY and Caept. H.B.YUILE have been elacted to the committee for the Dominion Day
celebrations. ' o '

Weather - fair and warm, Todsy Capt. P. von COLDITZ end Lieut, J.D.METRAKOS
commenced attendance et a three day course on Rehabilitation legislation being
conducted at the H.Q. of the 5th. PField Artillery at ZETEL. Capt. H.D.FREESTON
and Lieut. P.,H.MacKENZIE, 0s.C. of C Coy. and H.Q. respectively have both gene to
hospital, there to undergo an operation. Capt. A.J.H LEEK will command H.Qe.Coy.,
and Lieut J.B.MULHEARN, C Coy.. In the finals of the Bde. volleyball tournement
this afternoon both our teams were eliminated. Some -of the Coys. attemded the
Mobhile Bath today. In BATHORN traensport has been layed on to convey the men not
on duty zcross the border into Holland, for recreation.

Weather - fair and warm. A Coy. Commanders meeting was held today to discuss what
form the floet, sponsored by the BLACK WATCH, for the Dominion Day celebrations,
shall take. Preparations ere under wey for the first large draft for the C. 0. F.
The remaining coys. visited the ¥Mobile Rath +cdzy. In view of the l=2rge numker of
men due to lssve us it was found necessary to recall 25 men from the Guard Coy..
The camp at BATHORN is very well constructed and the orgenisation therein exemplary
Concerts are conducted every second or third night in the camp and some of our men
are invariably invited. Among the prisoners zre many talented performers, some of
them having been developed through. the Cultural Society operated by the prisoners
themselves, within the camp. :

Weather - clear and very warm. At an early hour today 104 men of the Bn. left for
the Canadian Occupation Force, while Lieut. W.X.ROSS and three men departed for
C.P.E.F.. The Bn. strength in this sres is now very low 2nd cach Coy. heg little
more than one platoon in VAREL and one with the guard Coy.. About three miles fro

Weather - fair =2nd warm, At 1000 hras. this morning an O Gp. was held at Bde. where

Append. 8.

.

Append.6.
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Germany.

2lst.

Jun.
Thur.
Contd

22nd.
Jun
PFri

MAISCNNEUVE were the dinner guests of our seniomr officers.

Members of both sexes dwell in
Today a new high was reached

BATHORN LAGER is a camp of Polish slave labourers.
this camp and each day sces et least one wedding.
mhen twelve weddings were celebrated.
eddings it has become the custom of the people to invite ten or twelve of our men,
and sgein tonight some members of our force attended the gathering. Since the
ued . The Yugo-Slevs, maeny of whom speek fluent German are permitted out of the
cemp — bearing an identification card - from 0730 hrs. until 2330 hrs, daily, and

Every few nights they hold special

of the camp ere in no way lacking for food.
Some of

dinners, never feiling to include a party of our men on their guest list.
our men are daily able to enjoy a swim in the canal nearby
this feature very popular. About two miles from BATHORN LAGER a memorial has been
erected xm at the site of the mess grave of 9000 Poles and Russians who died in the
prison camps.

Weather -~ showery. A deputation of Officers and NCOs. attended a meeting at Bde.
this morning to discuss with the lst. Cdn. Field Resesrch Unit the infantry wespons
problems. At 1600 hrs. an Intelligence meeting was called at Bde. to lay on &

Tn the evening the seniom officers from the CALGARY HIGHLANDERS and the REGIIIENT de
After the meal they
joined the rest of the unit at a Boxing Show held at Sp. Coy's. Sports Field. Som
excellent bouts were on the card. CSM A.TF,TURNBULL, D82922 refereed all the bouts
and received the cheer of the evening when in the last bout Cpl, WATSON, A4!C,D81613
loosed a blow which missed its mark and landed on the chin of the CSM.. The
appearance of our officers attired in thec kilt appealed to the risibilities of the
inhabitants of BATHORN LAGER - none of whom had ever seen this dress before.
Strangely enough, about three-quarters of these people are in no gresat hurry to
leave the camp end return to Yugo-Slavia. In their stay in the country meny of
them heve learned to spesk the language and are now very friendly with meny of the
people in the district. In addition the camp is conducted in such an orderly

To the evening festivities which follow the|
return of 25 men to the Bn. the recreational transport to Holland has been discontin-
through their krnowledge of all the farms and the farmers in the district the membersy

-~ the warm weather makin$

rout for an Armoured car patrol eround the Bde. area from dusk until dawn esch nighy

fagshion, and the facilities enjoyed are so numerous that in all probabilit¥_manz of
the inmates are living under ®etter conditions than they would at home in Yugo-Slaw
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VAREL. 231d. Weather - fair snd very warm. The C,0,, M2, V.E.TRAVERSY left today to fly to
MR 2734. Jun. the U,.X. on duty leave. While there he will pick up regimental equipment left in
Ref.Sh. L 2. Sat. England, and arrange the purchase of other necessities. In his absence the BLACK|
Wilhelmshaven. WATCH will be commanded by Maj. C.S.MACLAREN, At a Coy. Commanders meeting this
1:100,000 morning Maj. C.S.MACLAREN advised that the Bn. has been put upon six hours notice
Germany. to move in the event of any disturbances in the ares. There have been none, and
none are anticipated, but should the occasion arise we will be called upon. 40
men and 4 Officers left the Bn. today on Cansda repatriation draft. ggﬁZZ7
24th. Weather - fair and very warm. Voluntary Protestant and R.C. Parades were held
Jun. this morning. In the afternoon we lost a softball geme, 4 - 3, to a team from the
Sun. U.S.Army. In the evening 26 reinforcements atriwved. Among the 1900 inhabitants
of BATHORN LAGER is one woman. She is about 23 years of age, znd according to ons
of their officers was the top guerille fighter in his unit. Steps were taken to
remove her to a woman's camp, but she refused, remaining adsment in the face of all
the persuasions of the English CGolonel. She contended that she had lived, fought,
and been captured with these men, and would remain with them until they all returngd _
home together. She ssks and received8 no speciel consideration from her companiong. Z%&*j
25th. Weather - fair and very warm, The reinforcements were despatched to the companies
Jun. this morning. A Coy. i& Duty Coy. this week and has cvery men employed on Bn.
Mon. duties, having to borrow three men from B Coy. for guard duty. This evening word
wes received that we could now stand down from the six hour movement notice, eand Append. 8.
the rules l2id4 down, confining the men to their company aress were rescinded. 4ng
26th Weather - fair and warm. This morning Maj. C.S.MACLAREN, A/C.0., and Capt. S.E,
Jun. GRIFPIN, the Adjutant, attended Bde. at 1180 hrs. to meet Lt—Gen FOUIKES, Comd,
Tues 1st. Cdn. Corps, and previously G-0-C. 2nd. Cdn. Inf. Div.. ~Lt-Gen. FOUEKBS is

visiting the Bdes. in the Div., and taking the opportunity of meeting old friends.
Preperatlons are going ahead for the Mardi Gras to be held on the lst. of July and
the advence notices would indicate that it wlll e guite an elaborate affair,
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VAREL 27th Weather — showery. Our M.0., Capt. A.N.BRINSMEAD left today for C.O0.F., being re-
MR 2734 Jun. placed by Capt. G.M.DBCHENE, Capt. P. von COLDITZ left todey on an Educational
Ref. Sh. 12, |Wed. Course. The late afternoon saw the return of our composite company, under Maj.
Wilhelmshaven. D.C.MENZIES, from their duties at BATHORN, where they had been relieved by the Tth.
1:100,000. RECCE (17th. Duke of York's Royal Canazdian Hussars), snother HMontreal Regiment.
Germany. No untoward incident had occurred during their stay there. During the evening jZ?QL]
' 22 reinforcements arrived for the Bn.. ' , ,
28th, Weather -~ scattered showers. Pay Parades were held for all the companies today.
Jun. |As for some +ime pzst, for the men in the compsznies the day consisted of a 1i¥lle
Thur drill, P.Te.and sports, and the Rehabilitation lectures. This week B Coy's. P.T.

has been for the main part five and six mile runs. The pipe bend is at present at
AMSTERDAM, there to participate in the Victory pasrede, and the functions concommitent
with the opening of that town as a leave centre. The CALGARY HIGHLANDERS have 2ls0
sent about a hundred men to this parade., = 30 men, under Lieut.J.D.METRAKOS, left
today for guard duty &t the camp for Rudsian displaced personnel, near Bde.H.Q.. -
The men will carry only their personal wespons snd make a fool patrol during the %&@zp/
hours of darkness.

29th/ Weather - fair and warm. Today Maj. C.S.MACLAREN, the 4/C.0., and Capt. A.R.HAWNA,
Jun, the T.0.,, entered their names in the rodso contest to be held in conjunction with
Pri. the Dominion Day celebrations. Two wiork parties left during the day to assist in

the preparatory work for Sunday's festivities. At 1100 hrs. the Coy. Cmdrs. met /
to make final arrangements for the Mardi Gras. .
N o=

30th Weather - fair with scattered showers. The day was mostly spent in shining, polis}
Jun. ing, and pressing in preparation for tomorrow's outing. As the LREGIMENT de
Sat. MAISONNEUVE aremoving to HAMBURG it was necessary thet we take over two of their
guard duties - 1 nco. and 12 men on the hospital and jeil at VAREL, and 1 nco. and
15 men 2%t the Rifle Range at WORDENBURG, MR 3098. \
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C. S. Maclyren.

A/Officer Commanding,
1st.Bn.The Black Watch (&.H.R.)of Canada.




