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Germany,
March, 1945. : C.-in-C.,
: 21 Army Group.

21 ARMY GROUP

PERSONAL MESSAGE
FROM THE C-IN-C

(To be read out to all Troops)

On the 7th February I told you we were going into the ring for the final and last round;

there would be no time limit: we would continue fighting until our opponent was knocked
out. The last round is going very wellion both sides of the ring—and overhead. -

In the WEST, the enemy has lost the Rhineland, and with it the flower of at least four
armies—the Parachute Army, Fifth Panzer Army, Fifteenth Army, and Seventh Army;
the First Army, further to the south, is now being added fo the list.

In the Rhineland battles, the enemy has lost about 150,000 prisoners, and there are many
more to come: his total casualties amount to about 250,000 since 8th February.

In the EAST, the enemy has lost all POMERANIA east of the ODER, an area as large
as the Rhineland; and three more German armies have been routed. The Russian armies
are within about ‘35 miles of BERLIN. '

Overhead, the Allied Air Forces are pounding Germany day and night. It will be
interesting to see how much longer the Germans can stand it.

The enemy. has in fact been driven into a corner, and he cannot escape.
Events are moving rapidly. ' AR
The complete and decisive defeat of the Germans is certain; there is no possibility of
doubt on this matter.

21 ARMY GROUP WILL NOW CROSS ' THE RHINE. . !

The enemy possibly thinks he is safe behind this great river obstacle. ~We all agree that
it is a great obstacle; but we will show the enemy that he is far from safe behind it.  This

great Allied fighting machine, composed of integrated land and- air forces, will deal with
the problem in no uncertain manner.

And having crossed the RHINE, we will crack about in the plains of Northern Germany,
chasing the enemy from pillar to post. ~The swifter and the more energetic our action
the sooner the war will be over, and that is what we all desire: to get on with the job
and finish off the German war as soon as possible.

Over the RHINE, then, let us go. And’ good hunting to you all on the other side.

' May ‘‘the Lord mighty' in battle”” give us the victory in this our latest undertaking, as He
has done in all our battles since we landed in Normandy on D-day.

Q. 'L', Qm\%qmr\ogf

Field-Marshal,






