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PART 1.
2)_Aray Go Review of FEnemy Intentionsxw &l Nov 44

"The enemy had evidently dscided that the main weight of
she Allled atback would be directed towawds the RUHR. Since
vthe SIEGFRIKD defs bad already been plerced in the AACHEN secw
tor it must have been clear to him that success would prohably
be exploited.

"Wihile he bas been rapidly lmproving the natural defs be-
tween the MAAS and the RHINE ho has also brought back West of
the SHINE his Sixth Panzer Army from WESTPHALIA and holds 3t for
the moment vncommitted fwd of COLOGNE and DUSSELDORF. 1 83 Pap-
zer Div 1s reported at ERKELEWZ K97 in close reserve to the Rea
defs; 2 SS Div is sald to be at GREVENBROICH FL7, perhaps with a
similar role behind the Erft F17. Further South around and
South East of DUREN Fl4, 12 and 9 SS Panzer Divs have been re-—
ported. (Far from this crowded area Panzer Lehr has bsen identi.-
fied in FRANCE, North East of SATREBOURG Qﬁl leaving only 2 Pun-
zer Dlv lost for the While)o

"™Meantime the snemy has been trying to blunt the Aamgrican
attack with such local resserves as he could xeadlly muster. He
switched 47 Panzer Corps {(of 9 Pz and 15 PG Divs} to the LINNICH
K96 sector where now it seems 10 SS Punzer Div is joining it. 3
PG Div has been employed West of JULICH FOS ond 116 Pangzor fwd of
DUREN. In the same way, further South, the Third US Army s&ttack
found the enemy's inf supported by four Panpzer«type dive, 25 PG,
17 38, 21 and 11 Panzer. He had thus a serles of "front line
Panzer" fmns to stem both main.Allled threats.

"It 1s evident, however, that he s unwilling to commit any
of his five reflbtod shock fmns uantil he must and until he knows
gqulte where and preferably not plecemeal. That legson he learned
sharply in NORMANDY. He appears uncertaln whether First U5 amy's
is the main thrust or the strong flank guard of Ninth U3 Army.

He 1s not yet clear whether the latter 1ntends to thrust Esst to~

wards DUSSELDORF or North Fast to come in with the Brit behind
the paratps at VENILO. Further, he belleves’ an al rborne landing
lilkely as ops develop. He bas, however, been able to reduce one
of hls three worrigs and to have decided that & threat from -
NITMEGEN is unliged}y so that he has risked moving 10 SS Panzer
Div South to the'dfuin ‘battle. He can rely on adeqpate raratps to
replace its olose" 8D, of 363 Div.

"He has found’ 1t necessary to set up another Amy Gp in the
ﬁoxth by whlich STUDENT can relleve MODEL of some of his worries and
allow him to concentrate on the maj defs of the RUHR. STUDENT?'a
comd, indeed its title, is not quite clear yet, but 1t probably
camprises the 0ld Nederlands comd of CHRISTIANSEN, von ZANGEN's
Fifteenth Army and HTUDENT's own old First Para Army. The Army Gp
bdy presumably runs West into the ROERMOND area but lte Easterly
and 18 more difficult -to guess: perheps North of DUSSELDORF.

STUDENT has adequate tps to juggle with as his front becomes mors
economical and for defensive tasks thelr type could hardly be
bettered ln present ciroumstances. : _ NS

"MODEL has & stiffer proposition.. A maj attack mas been

launched against both wings of his Army Gp and he dare shift
1ittle from the North to sp Seveath Amy in 1ts def of the 3AAR.
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e bag tried %hereflore, as in the North, to ride off the Awmerlcean
thrusts by what he bad there o1 immediately nearby &lPEuﬁf» These
have not’ besn enough and we hnve seen in the last Torty elght hrs
a substantial mithdrMWal East, coupled with the arrival ln the
METZIG area of scme rfts, probably including armour, perhaps 2
Panzer Div. The battle in thlis area, however, is legs wital,
though METZ lteelf Ais now surrﬁundeda than fwd of the RUHR, where
the enamy hag no gpacs o gell. He can take himsell btack to the
SIEGFRIBD defs from TRIVR 122 to KARLSRUHE R+4 40 stem the Allied
momentuwn there, while, further South, Amy Gp G may hope to hold
STRASSBOURG 88 a fortress and the RHINE as a barrier against ‘the
Fronch who have already by-passed HELFORT. (Note: In visw of
the adys yestarday and today, tho Jast sentdnce is intereﬁtinniu

"MODEL appears meanwhile to be using Fifth Panzer Avuy in
the hope that 1t will be enough aud that Sixth Panzer A\MV need
not be committed until the allfed thrusts heve pushed beyond the
ROER. Wl two waves of Panzer fmns, the ons engaged and the
other held  vendy, he iz betiter disposed to bsat off Allied
attacks than the enemy has been at any time since the invasion of
tng Weat bsgene The str of thils layout is evident; its weakneas
bhdt while Avmy Gp B i3 nicely daployed the right wing of Awny Gp
+ is gravely thyeatened. If the enemy may more resdlily yleld

serritory South of thse ARDENNES it is not unlimited, the more go
because the seconomle valve of the SAAR may not be abdndoneﬂ 1ight-
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"In 1944 on all fronts the Germans have lost & hundrsd snd

reated ~ or resurrected - sevénty divs. Totel losses ars estie
mated %o be in the nelghbourhood of 1,300,000 men., On averzge
chav are preducing twelve divse a month only to loge twanty. al=

though frocm @ long term pt of view this is evidently SUiLdeL@
1n the present type of flghtlpg in the West, 1t matters less ,
since a hastily improvised div, with a Panzer Div behind it end
itsel? in pood defensive posns in country not admitting of mobile
warfare and with weather not allowing continuous fighter-honbing,
can parform s useful service in gaining time.

"By the end cf thls year it is reckoned that perhaps ag many
as twenty-three further divs willl have arrived on the Western
front; from 3CANDINAVIA five; from the pew creations fouptesn,
end, Af the front in ITALY is not stabilized by the wjncnr a
furthar four gleaned from the withdrawal from the APPENING pasn,
This assumes that ths present priority whioh l1lics wlth Lhn Haah
ls me lntalned. The Bastern Froat, ilmportant as it is, is 2till
taklng sec plaoes to the def of the RUHR.

"MODEL's alm in Sep was "to gain time for the FMishyror”, In
“hle he hag sucoeoded perhaps beyond his own expectation, but the
guestions arise what the time is Tor and whether 1t 1s Tor ithe
Puehrer, That the production of jet-propelled alreraft and of
naw pre~fabricated U-boats has lespt fwd in the lintervenlis psy-
ind eppsars undoubted and yet it is clear that nelther of thas
wenpons can stopp the CGermans losing the way, Is it then to
galn time to make the Allles as war-weary as the Germans them~
selves or because a further and morae devastating weapon is heing
brought to birth?. Time for a stalemate, time because thexrs is no
alternstive or time for a comehack? And 1s 1t for the Fuehrer?

"It would assem rather that 1% is Hitler's assocliates who
galn by the garucred time. Moreover, the present end efficlent
handlinz of the epemy forces on the Western front would susgasth
fblﬁ hUNDaTADT suf'fers less since he resumed supreme comd in the

West from intultions from afar than during his chaotic period in
NORMANDY, The war from the mil side would now seem to be in the
hands of soldiers, a change nwxing the enemy eusler to wdoersiand
but harder to dofeat.” )
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in view of what las been written by 21 Army Gp it is of
interest to compare the view of the official German mil spokes-
man SERTORIUS when he referred on 21 Nov %o the role of Sacond
- Brit Army in this present battle.

"he appearance of strong Brit fmns in the battle of GEIL~
ENKIRCHEN raises the question whether the Second Brit Army hus
moved 1ts main str to the South. This does not seem likely, sinoce
it would mean that EISENHOWER has given up his bysic operational
plan of breeklng lnto the plain of NORTHERN Germany. The Brit .
forces which are now fighting at CEILENKIRCHBEN may very well come
from the former left wing of the Second Army whose attack agalnst
the LOWER MASS NORTH WEST of HERTOGENBOSCH was halted a fortaight
ago, and into whose sector tps of the First Cdn Army bave meanwhile
possibly been sent. ) :

"on the other hand, it may still be assumed that the tps which
Gen DFMPSEY concentrated on-the NITMEGEN sector have not been weak-
ened to any extent during the past fow days, but are shtill walting
in their old posns for the order to launch a large-scale atiack.

"only when this leng delayed attack hus gtarted, will 1t be
possible to speak of a complete offensive deployment of the Allied
forces' potential, and as a result to deploy all Germean operational
reservesf.” -

(douroe: .2 Cdn Corps Int Sumvary)
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5 _CIR JTEF DIV INT SUMMARY no 1.9

PARY 1L
Orxder of Battle Notow

6 Para Div

Following closely upon the news that 10 5SS Pz Div was moving
SOUTE came rellable infm that 6 Para Div has taken ilts place with
HQ at TELP Just EAST of ARNHEM and 17 Para Regt at DIDRAM 8972,
the recent haunt of 10 5S. The Div has been mentioned in Sum-
marisg, but in view of our lnersased interest 1n thls fmn, an
atbtenpt has been made to consclidate avallable infm.

Larly Bistory

6 Para Div 1s the ugly Auckling of Gen STUDENT's comd. While
the battlo was going on Iin NOEMANDY it was stlll forming on the
SOMME, end the first of ilts three »ifle rsgts IJR 16 was taken froun
it Jlo Jun erisis on the Northern Russlan front o be sonsumed at
BIALYSTOK. The rest ol the 4lv was moved dowp la Aug W eevar the
Western approaches of PARIS; znd from there retreated to IJELGIUM
and was one of the fans cavgh®t by the Amerlicaus at MOWS, ILte HYQ
was ldentifled from a document found behind the ALBERT Cannl abousb
7 Sep; and some other units heve been identified: #.g. 6 Para A Tk
Bn, and 2 Coy of 6 Para Engr Bn, formed ot JOIGHNY in Jun 44 with
four aoys each initially 200 strong. & PW captursd SOUTH of MORS
on 3 Sep ataved that the dlv comprised am A Tk Bn, an engk b, a
slgs bn, 6 Para Axrty Regt, a Projector Bn att from Flyst Pars Amy,
a Fd Ersatz Bn and an Blnheit Relter, conslsting of stregglers from
othiar Para units. ‘ :

It seems tha't the FA Replacement Bn absorbdbed the output of a
trg school for NCO candidates at NANCY in May. 95% of them axs
Jumpers, and it snould be 2 better unit than the naue suggeats.
REITER's Bn was formed at MELUN in mid-~Jun from rsmpants at that
tims to hand of 3, 5, and perhaps other para dlvs, wnd conslisbed of
four coys each of 100 men without hy woeapons. The whole of the flrat
ooy and REITER himself are belleved to have been captured. FJSR 17
and 18 have never materielized at the front; instead the dlv had for
inf, besides the Fd Ersatz Ban end Bn REITER, Para Lehr Regt att from
First Pare Axny. As for erty, one PW says that all thres bne of 4
Para Arty Regt also formed at TMNBVILLE in Jun 44, were att to ©
Para Div., It is not plain vhether this ls the same as "6 Para Arty
Regt® oxr not.

Its maln inf constituent would seem therefore 1o have been the
HERMARN Para Lehr Regt, which includes Bo ILORENZ. Prisonsrs state
that this regt started forming in ITALY in Mar 44, was son% to NEVERS
and then on 12 Jun to the mouth of the SCMME and flnally to ABBEVILLE,
where 1t waa lncorporated in 6 Para Div, About half the mep nave had.
jumping trg. HERMANN bad & bn in CRETE which afterwards became a
Lehr or experimentul bn. It fought ln CYRENAICA late in 41 =nd again
in the summer of 42, and was latsr enployed as &n instruciional unlt
and made films of parachute jumps. In the winter of 42/43 1% was at
DOEBERITZ, and in the spring of 1943 transferred to ORANGE, It wag
‘one of the units that took part in the reacue of MUSSOLINI from the
GRAN SASS0. A sec bn of the Pare Lehr Regt dlstingulshed itself,
according to a newapaper cutting, et NETTUNA at the beglnning of Apr.
At NEVERS the regt recelved assorted drafts of lower grade men,
c¢lerks, eto who had "volunteared" for combat duty. HERMANN, now
Lt=-Col, has been ‘the comd throughout,

Recsnt Devslopments

Until recently the location of 6 Fara Div has been obscurs, and
1ts organization remains in donbt. Regt HERMANN was ldentiflied ln
the GROESBEEK 7555 area on 3 Oot oun the frount controlled by 84 Div,
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and Bo IORENZ remeined in this area until rolleved by 306 WEST

i on 15 Hove MNaost of Regt HHFMAUN has now been identified fur-
Lher SOUTH in the seotor betwson VENLO and ROEBMOND, under comd

of BHdd Mv, and 1t ia belleved tha®t it has now lost whatever
affiliation it may lbave had with 6 Para Div. The Div hes several
times been reported az reformirg; one report mentioned the HERMANN

. GUOERING Parracks in BONN as the centre of this activity, and a more

revent lccation given was COEVORDEN, T35,

| Organization

In theory 6 Para Div should conzist of 17 and 18 Para Regis,

16 evidsntly having been glven up as & bad job. Ths pressnce of

17 Para Remb ait DIDAM is the only clue to the present organizetion
of the Div. It is possible thet Regt HERMANN was intended to
become 18 Para Regt, but was c¢elled away for mors urgent dutles
elaewhers; it seems more llkely however tha% a new 18 Para Regt has
boen formed, althougn 1t mlbht lave to concede priority +to othsr
Para Divs, notably 3 and 5. A dsserter from Vi Luftwalfe Bn zhV
en 3 Nov sald his unit wes in & Para Div, but had no furthexr io-
formation.

When the Div fought in FRANCE 1t proved to have no artillery
of its own, and recently 8 PW captured at LAMMERSDORF FO2E0 from
8 Tare A Tk Bn, nominally of 6 Para Div, stated that hia uwalt was
part of the reformed O Pera Div, It 18 expeoted that the Div will
a«wntu&i]v agquire supportlng sims and services, 1f indeed it has
not already done 8¢ . ‘

The Div will probably be found to contain a large propoibhion
of young GAT porsonnel, well ‘disclplined from previous service in
the Lufuwaffe, nostly pure German, and physieally fit, but deflclent
in infantry training, especially flelderaft and the tactical hande
ling of weapons. It lmg been reported that Major General (Luftwaffe)
PILOCHIER, formerly on the staff of C~ln~C Netherlands and previously
Chiefl of Staff of a Group in the Luftwarfe, is commanding 6 Papra
Dive. Another report by PW from Regt HERMANN suggests thait HERMANN
mey have been promoted to ccmmand tha Div.

(Sourve: 2 Cdon Corps Int Sum)

35 Coxps

A PW states that 13 S3 Corps waz coastituted by using regular
Avny officers who had to don 85 uniforms and ln weny cases agknows
Jedgs SS ranks for the purpose. IHe further states that irn the en-
tire corps staff there are only two ofticers who hold regular 58
ranks, SS Obergruppenfiihirer PRIESS and his assistant Intelligence
officer. A suggestion that 12 85 Corps nﬁy he cimllariy constltuled
is contalpned ln a report that 112 SS Corps 8ignals Eattalion is
coomanded by SS SHF POCKRANDT. The German Ammy List of 1948 carries
6 Mejor POCKRANDT as being a Signal Officer in the Army.

{Souvxroe: 2 Cdn Corps ind Sumnd
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Waw Boohy Trap

Sorething naw in booby treps is in use. It le made by rilling
& wooden hox with several egg grenades and broken gless and ls set
2 phort dlatance from M3 positlons. A potato masher grepnde lg
Ingerteldl part way inbto the box through a hole io its 8lde and the
poroeilaln b@ll ou the handle is atlbached to & wire which leads 4o
the M3 posn or o nasrby fox hole.  The wire ig pulled at the deosired
moment, the potato masher grenade explodes, causes the sgg gronades
ig the box to detonats and the broman glass pertioles are thrown in
8il & rections. .
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Eeg Grenade Booby 'Prap

A report from an Bogr Combat Gp states the egg grensdes
were fastened to trees and covered with berk.. A bisok Tripm~
wire att to the grenade ran down the tres and then across the
path where it was fastensd %o another tree. The helght of the
wire above the ground was approx 8 ins.

(Source: 2 Cdn Corps Int Suimaxy )

The enemy recently effectively defended a bldg by string~
lbg coneertina wire throughout 211 rosms on the ground floor
and hooklng to 1t hooby traps which could be controlled from
the basement by other wires. When a member of the attacking
foroe entered the room or out the concertina wire & booby trap
in %he room would be set off by & man in the basement. Thrae
attacks on thls bldg were repulsed, amd the bldg was taken only
after 1t had been demolished by arty flre. '

(Source; (90 US Div)

On examination of a number of church splres and towers in
TILEURG, which were shown in German Documents as "proparsd Tor

,demolition”, 1t was found thet the stalroases were choked with/

barbed wire. Closer examlnation showed that the wire was att oo -
by string to ZZ 35 igniters gorewad into 200 m consesled charges.
-~

Three other slmilar traps were found, whioh were saslly
detected armd neutralized. German booby trap string had been used
to attaoch the traps to the barbed wire. The door at the botiom
of the stalrcase was booby trapped with a pull igniter. 7he
second tower examined was wirel and booby trapped in exzactly the
same manner. In this case, however, the stalrcase was narrow
and spiral and at one pt the treads had beoen cub away for a vepr~
tical height of about & feet. '

{(Source: SA Intrep No 159)

Clay Pot Mlne - ~

A new type of mlne has beon reported by FUSA, accurate de-

. talls of which are not yot known. It is believed to ba approx

1 feot in dlameter, 6 lnches high, and of glazed pottery % inch
thick. Tho mine i3 belleved tv use either a tilt or rupturs
igniter as one exploded when a "stick" protruding from the ground
was moved. ’ ‘

Apnother report mentions that & mine made from a flower pot
has been found in the GOUDA area nesr ROTTERDAM. The pots are
manufactured in this area and then transported to another loca-
tion 49 bs filled with exploslve, The hole at the base of the
pot 18 somewhet larger thun normal in order to allow the use of
an unidentified igniter. The mine is employed in tall grass beslng
placed ln the grouand and cam. It is belleved that this is the
same pat mine mentioned above,

(Source: RE Second Army)

Shortage of Offrs

The enemy's despérate need for offrs is shown in the follow-
ing translation of a captured document from 559 Inf Div: :

"1125 Inf Regt, Office of the Adjt A Nov 44
To: COs of all Regt Units, and Bn Adjts:

The following pts of gen interest were discussed at the o0cos~
slon of a meeting of Div Adjt, held at Corps on 31 Qot 44:

1, 70,000 vacancies in the German Offrs' Corpé must be filled.
It 1s therefore necessary to be on the lockout for good offr ma-
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"“ferted for-one ye¥

terial amongst the tps, apd to hand in iig;s,ar_pames of likely
capdidates. -~ . - . ... . s et AR :
2o The'spotting of offr material “in the Volksgrenadier Divs

- will be taken care of by.the SS.

3. In future the Volksgrenedier Divs wi 1l receive replacements
proferably of the 1926/28 age gps. Only speclally selected offrs
will be transferred to Volksgrenadler Divs.

4. All lts with' eix mos' experience as pl leaders must bhe put

.. in comd of a coy at the earliest possible moment unless Lhero

“are gcod ra@sons for the contrary, suoch as complete inefflciency.
...+0e = Strict standards must be applied in the recognition of "olose,
P the -0lpee ‘combat medal 4 du
viand will ‘then be trans« -

ombat"actiongy

, 47ALll-tps decorated with,.
111 receive thed ‘

s"Weekstopecial furloug
~a® ‘{nstructors into the. Replacement Army.

T8 There will be no:further awards of combat. decorations to

soldlers at HQ who could be used in front line units.

7, In proposals for the' award of the "German Gold Cross™ the

dates of the deeds of bravery have to be farther apart the higher the

the.grade of the candidate. | o o :
8. Protestant clergymen meyibecome ‘front line offrs. ,

9,  In the near future a direotive will be issued, according to -
which offrs can be reduced byione.guide for insuffioclent compet--
€noe. ’ T R S i P

10. Soldiers ﬁho'suffer ffoﬁﬁwdundskorfillness;'and whose absenca:

will considerably exceed eight weeks in the oplnion of the MO,

will not bs included in str reports. This ‘

cases, such as ampubations, or illness of utmost severity.
g - (source: & Cdn Corps Int Sumary). =

5.3

Enemy Int Methods % .. = .

¢ty

53 The féllowingitypluai enemy 1n§£r§;tgﬁgﬂgggggwnange<agenbjﬂ@i}ﬂ‘”*”
argrreproduoeds; o eI e ' ‘ i

)

o

(&) Cross llnes into Allied territory.

b) Openly &pprdaoh first soldler or MP you ses.

{
{o) 8say you escaped from German territory and wish %0 glve
valuable infm. IR R

(d) Ask to be taken to the nparest Comd Post (Allled soldiers
will glve you safe conduct past any c¢lv travel control
post set up In fwd areas). . ,

(o) At Cp giﬁe,enough pladsibie but'gen'infmgtoicénvince them

of your good intentions so that they will no% rsgard you
with suspleion. S ‘ T

(f}) Say you will go tuek o Allled rear axéqywhere you have
- friends, but Instead, -olrculate in Div-lrea, obtaln unit
identvifications and str, gun posns, supply dump locations,
etOo ' ; s

{z} Return tec Gemman territoryl You will be paid anml given in-

strs for your next "oross the lines® mlsaiogb

Short;range'enamy agents using the above methods have been caughte

Others are in eirculation (in civ clotnes,ﬂpréneh 6r American
Uﬂ,iform, cleri c'ﬁl garb ) ° (Source:, AFHQ, Not o8 )

HOTE: Civs report to local CPa~Qometimes"with‘genuine infu., Care

should bte taken to ensure they are not agents. Infm of &
- very gen nature should bs regarded as susplcious,

STy

“applies in exceptiunal}f“
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2 CDN INF DIV INT SUMMARY NO 20

PART I
INEMY SITUATION IN THE WEST

Some Faots and Fig.ures

(a) Str of the German Army.

The present nominal str of the German Armed Forces is aprox
290 divs of all types., Of these, 70 are in the WEST - the
equivalent by Germsn Army WE standards of about 35 divs. Of
the nominal total of 70, 15 (or the actual aquivalent or
about 7) are mechanized or armd.

(b) PW since D-day

A total of 715,644 PW were tdken by the Allles in the WEST -
between D~day end 23 Nov. Total cas for the period (PW,
killed and wounded) are gstimated at well over a milllon.
The enemy has suffered. 100,000 cas of all kinds la the last
two weeks since the start of the present offensives.

- {o) YVon RUNDSTEDT's Last Moblle Reaerve

The largest oonc of SS! 'Armd Divs over assembled under one com-
pact £fd comd (6 SS Pz army with 1, 2, 9, 10 eand 12 SS Pz Divs)
stands at the moment uncommitted in def of the RUHRGEBIET.
This army, between the ROER and the RHINE with its centre of
gravity SOUTH of LOLOGNE, is the enemy's last moblle reserve
in the WEST.

L L L L T T YRy 2 Y T

t
Gen |

The German left wing caved in falrly completely in face of the
Allied offensives, but the centre, though ylelding slightly, still
holds firm. In the SOUTH the Frenoch attack up the BELFORT GAP
‘reached BELFORT, MULHOUSE and the RHINE = forcing the withdrawal of
two divs from the VOSGES mountaln lins. The Northern end of the
TVOSGES was llkewise turned by our adv through the SAVERNE GAP to
STRASBOURG. The whole of 19 Amy (around STRASBOURG and SOUTH to
the SWISS frontier) was thus threatened with encirclement leavingr
1little to men ‘the SIEGFRIED liDﬂo

WEST of COLOGNE the enemy has lost heavily and 4,iven some ground
but still fights bitterly for the "ROER line to keep our amies from
the plain beyond. 'In SOUTH HOLLAND be gave ground guite readily
.md we advanced steadlly up to the MEUSE. )

Armour

Bonewmy armour ln the WisT 13 now concentrated almost entirely
in three areas:

(a) First Amy Sector (ex’cl: TRIER to exol STRASBOURG)

In this sector guarding the SAAR the. enemy has five armd or
mechanized divs « all committed. They are 21 Pz, 25 PG, 17
SS PG, 11 Pz and Pz LEHR which was borrowed recently from 6
SS Pz Army and thrown ln NW of STRASBOURG. o

B
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(b) Fifth Pz Army Sector f{excl DUSSELDORF to inol DUREN)

Here four mechtanized divs bave been fightipg for the line of
_the RUER., They are 15 PG, 9 Pz, 3 PG snd 116 Pz. (10 SS Pz
Div which ‘moved suddenly from ARNHEM ten dsys ago and was
used for a2 short time at, LINNICH is now reported to lanve been
withdrawn and 1s essuued to have jolned 6 5SS Pz Amy).

{¢) 6 88 Pz Amy (in reserve WEST of COLOGNE)

Five 85 Pz Divs (1, 2, 9, 10 amd 12) are deployed WEST of the
RHINE umder 1 and 2 S8 Pz Corps. (2 8S Pz Corpe is telievad
to have moved SOUTH from ARNHEM with 10 8S Pz Div), & SS Pz
Arny moved recently fropm its reforming area in WESTPHALIA to

. 8p FPAfth Pz Amiy and Seventh Amy (which is la the sector exal
DUREN to inol TRIER). It 18 far from certain that the whole
of 6 SS Pz Arny ls ye% operational.. Reports describe its divs
as 8till engaged in trg and digging and tiere seems tc be no
intention of committing them before a graver threat to the
vital RUHR industries s developed.,

19 Army In the VOSGES, 15 army and 1 Para Army 1ln HOLLAND and

¥ Army in the ARDENNES have ne ermour whatever, thought 7 Armmy hnas
the sp of 6 5SS pz Army in case of a thrust NE towards BONN and

' COLOGNE, ' ‘ S

pParatroops ‘ i B
*

The enemy has 5 Para Divs in the WEST (2, 3, 5, 6 and 7). 7
Para Div is committed NORTH of VINLO and 6 1s belleved to have re-
liaved 10 8S Pz Div on our front. 3 Para Div moved recently from
EAST HOLLAND and has been identified NORTH of AACHEN. & and 5 Para
Divs &are probably still reforming behind the IJSSEL lipe whers they
serve a secondary role as reserves for First Para Army. The eneny's
experlence of putting half-trained para divs into the line in
FRANCE 18 one be will avoid repeating. However, if ths situation
remains qulet NORTH of VENLO, they are likely. to follow 3 Para Div
SQUTH. :

i

Other Iaf

Von RUNDSTEDT has little int out of the llne, Every iunfantry-
maa vho can he farnd is needed for both the SAAR and RUHR seotors
vhere the Volksgrenadiers have been burned up almost entirely and
the front line armd divs hsve been left in the lursh. 15 Army in
WEST HOLLAND has glven up 256 and 719 Inf Divs. O the elght divs
it retalns, two are probably available for use olsewhere, but these
may not move farther than the IJSSEL line wihere, at the moment, %wo
“half-formed Para Divs guard the epproaches to. the NORTH German Plaln.
Elsewhere on the Westera IFront the German Inf is el ther fully com
ritted or in immediate reserve in vital sectors. It must be sxpeocted,
therefore, that more Volksgfenadier Divs will show up, though all
ecoounts agree that thelr lack of trg is proving fatal in Ibattleo

S D ey A D s €3 W A D AR B AU G W S

EN:MY SITUATION IN HOLIAND
our Left Flank . ’ ‘

15 Army HQ is reported to have left Western HOLLAND for GER~- !
NANY. Its final destination 1s not known. Certainly 1t will be
roving behind the mein WEST GERMiNY def belt and possibly SOUTH. At
least five dive remain in Western HOLLAND. . They are 346, 711, 59
ani- 712 in poen along the MAAS ard VAAL and Div TETTAU, now ballsved
to be in the area SOUTH of AMSTERDAM. Of the others which orosgsd:
the MAAS 256 and 719 heve left tie area, 8% has probably bsen with-
drawn to. GERMANY forereforming wbile 245 and 331 remaln unaccountsd

for. :
° ’ oo 5/5
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. There is no substantisl evidence yet that the enemy 1s
thinking in terms of & withdraewal from WESTERN HOLLAND. He 18
withdrawling as much as he can from sectors where he does not con-
sider himself threatened but the net result so far has been a
reduotion in the 15 Army reserve rather than a weakening of the.
actual front. If with an economical distribution of tps the ene~-
ny can keep us SOUTH of the RHINE, then his present line in HOLLAND
1s probably worth holding. The line of the IJSSEL would be a
neater and more economical extenslon of the SIEGFRIED line but it
18 a far less difficult obstsole and the country EAST of it is far
more sultable for ops than that NORTH of the lower RHINE.

Qur Right Flank

In the MEUSE sector SOUTH of our area the enemy has carrled
out an orderly and inexpensive withdrawal from his bridgehead. WEST
of the river. He still holds the VENLO area end has small "last
wan, last round"” pockets elsewhere along the WEST bank which are
being cle ared out slowly. Identifications during the op to )
oliminate the bridgehead have besn normal. .Rearguards encountered
lave bheen chiefly from 7 Para Div,

Our Own Front

Infm on enemy dispositions on our front, consldered fairly com-,
plate 10 days ago; 1s now sceaby except ln the REICHSWALD seotor
where PW¥ today confirmed the continued presence of 84 Inf Div lmme~
dlately SOUTH of the RHINE, There bas stlll been no recent contact
.with 19C Div, between 84 Div and the MEUSE, but thils fmn ls not
likely to have moved. Appx "A" to Part I of thls summary outlines
Order of Battle notes on 84 Div. :

On the Bastern "island" front 10 S8 Pz Div 1s now known to
have pulled out completely. But it remains to be confirmed by con-
tact that 6 Para Div has taken over the sector. On the NEDER RIJN
363 Div 1s reported by reliable civs to have concentrated at EDE
anl departed for GPRMANY. This again awalts confirmation by ocon-
tact., If 363 has left, another para div from the IJSSEL or & 4iv
from 15 Army may have relleved 1t.

The control of enemy divs on our froit has also been obsocured
by recent changes. &2 S35 Pz Corps has probably moved with 10 SS Pz
Div to its loglical place in 6 SS Pz Army. It is not known what ad-
justments mve been made to fill the gap. The 2 Para Corps sector
could be extended to take in 6 Para Div and the 15 Army bdy moved
EAST to ARNHFM, O©On the other hand the Eastward move of 15 Amy
H) suggests that Western HOLLAND may now be regarded as a Corps
rather t han an Ammy task. If this i1s the cass, 67 or 88 Corps
(from Western HOLIAND) may eppear on ow front. It is worth not-
ing that 88 Corps HQ SOUTH of UTRECHT was successfully bombed to=

day.

(oo Hoker (.

HSCA/TEM / _
DRL.S/HAND ((gs ennett) Lt Col
‘ - 2 cdn Inf Div

encl | Time of sigmture _Z//) hrs
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Appx "f_l" to
2 Cdn Inf Div
Int -Sumery No 20

Order of Battle Notes

84 Inf Div o
1051 GR

Two deserters from 2 Coy of I Bn 1051 @R were taken in area
E760581 at 271730A. They confirmed the loocgtions of 2 Coy in
area B784556, exaotly where Lt was believed to be, but stated
that 1 Coy was on thelr right, NOT 3 Coy. As 3 Coy was formerly
in posn on the right, 1t appears that the Bn has two rifle coys’
fwd and one in reserve relleving each other periodically. The
prisoners further stated that during the night 27/28 Nov it was
intended to relieve I Bu by II Bn, but ‘since no partlicular signs
of a relief taking place have heen reported by our fwd tps, this
must await confirmation. 9 Coy of III Bn was stated to be on the
fmmediate left, whereas II Bn was formerly in that areae. It ls
obvious therefore that 1091 GR hes three bn posns, two up and one
pack, and thet the. bns take turns in reserve. The posn of 84 Fus
Bn on the Regt's right flank was confirmed.

W stated HQ I Ba was in bunkers 1ln area of farm 78975587,
and HQ 1051 GR at WASSERBURG 892577, This is rather far back
for a Regt HQ, and has previously been reported as the location
of Div HY. This mey be connscted wlth the sugzestion that Col
KDSSACK, OC 1051 GR, has possibly been promoted to comd 84 Div as
reported more than once.

T Bn bas three rifle coys and a hy coy. 2 Coy has only iwo
pls of 30 men each with MCs 42. Some rifles are of a new 1944
gg‘rpe with a oup dlscharger which does not it the ordinary rifle
~ According to PW, supplles arrive at KRANENBURG 8056 from
DUFFLEWARD 8760 by HDT and thence go by handcart to coy posns,
whe re they are picked up immedlately after lest 1t.

A strong fighting patrol was planned for the ead of this
month to capture a FW. -

1052 OR ,

A priscner tsken from sec posa 77161) at 280500A belonged %o
5 Coy 1052 GR and stated that 2 Coy was on his right. I En has
bsen in posn since 8/7 Nov end evidently relleved II Bn which
must now be in reserve. Coy posns are as showi on the def over=-
print. I Bn now oconsists of 2 and 3 Coys only, 1 Coy having been
dipsolved as 8 result of losses suffered at GROESBEEK 7555, and 18
known as Dattle Gp MITTNER. The rest.of PW's aeo was killed by
ovr patrol. This ba has very little tpt and no hy weapons in ap;
no WT or LT comns are avalleble; amn is carefully conserved, 0C I
Bo is Capt MITTNER, OC 3 Coy is Lt LANG.

84 Fus Bn

A prisoner tsken from 84 Fus Bn at 764563 who was a mamber
of & 15~-man patrol with the task of taking a PW belonged to 1 Coy
of 84 Fus Bn, which he states has three coys of three pls of &
gecs. 4 Hy Coy is split up in sp of the three rifle coys which
are sll fwd - 2 Coy right, 1 Coy centre, 3 Coy left,

Comments

We now mave an,order of battle ploture of the 84 Div sector
b2 tween the R WAAL and the 54 Northing which is complete and com-
paratively up to dete. Tke geotor 1ls divided up into nine bn areas,
of which seven are fwd and two in close reserve. The two Inf -
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Regts of 84 Div hold the outslde posns, 1051 GR left and 1052 GR
right, each with two bns fwd and ore back. The gentre 1s held by
84 Fus Bn on the laft and the two bns of 306 West Unit on the
right. The disposltions of the other dlv units are not known ,
but the def overprint suggests posns which would be 1n keepling
with a standard defensive layout.

Furtbar NORTH, betwsen the R WAAL and ARNHEM; much lesns is
known of enemy dispositions., Thesre are six bn areas to be £illed
1t 1s reasopably oasrtain that the most Northerly one is atill
hold by 41 MG Bn, dut it is now soms time 8 lnoe I Bn 959 GR .
wos last identified. The three bn areas formerly ocoupled by inf
of 10 SS Pz Div ars the outstanding question marks. The meat like~
1y assumption is that they are occupied by bans of 6 Para Div, but
Protress Units must also bo kept in mimdi. Prisoners taken from -
10 83 Pz Div further SOUTE unfortunately dld not know by whom they
md bete:n relleved. The remaining bn area 1s believed to be held by
Engr tps. - :



SECRET
EDS(G) / 3=0 .
GS 2 Cdn Inf Div
29 Nov 44

5 CDN INF DIV INT SUMMARY No 20
o PART I
DON'T TALKR ' ’ :
... .. Following 1is a translation of a dooument removed from a PW
of 2 Coy 1051 GR, 84 Inf Div captured on our .front 27 Nov 44.
PW states this leaflet was distributed to all ranks within the

last week. After talking fresly for two hrs, PW offered the
leaflet to his lnterrogator as & souvenir. -

"Every GERMAN soldier ls expected to use all mesans of
avolding capture. Should there be NO possibility of escape and
you have the misfortune to be taken prisoner, the first rule to
remember ls: .

DON'T TALKY

. nCaptured enemy doouments pay tribute to the GERMAN soldier
because as a prisoner he refuses to talk. He is descoribed as
patriotie, proud, cautious and under all elrcumstances reserved.
Therefore, the enemy will try everythlng, be it promises of
speolal favours, exaggerated courtesy, & play on vanity, solitary

confinement, coercion or stool~pigeons to obtain infm from the
prisoner. . o

THEREFORE :
"At the threat of capture immediately and and as inconspiocu=~
ously as possible destroy all written mterial, orders, identifi-
cation cards (except paybook), messages, maps, sketohes, letters,
notebooks, etoc. P
~ "As a prisoner:

1) Proper deportment. Display a soldierly bearing before the
interrogation offr; be correct, definlte, modest and patriotlc.

2) Give NO infm concerning the contents of the paybook. Neither
confirm nor denye. DON'T TALK.

") 1In reply to questions give only, name, rank, ldentity diso
number, birth date, place of birth, home address. DON'T TALK.

4) Answer NO pclitiocal questions. DON'T TALK.

£) Beware of special courtesy on the part of the epemy and par-
tioularly of ady ravouritlsm. DON'T TALK.,

6)‘ Do NOT confirm infm already iﬁ possession of the enemy or the
_reported statements of oth@r prisoners of war. DON'T TALK.

7). Remein eteadfast‘agaihst threats. Prisoners of war who refuse
to give infm may NOT, according to Art 5 of the Geneva Conventlon,
te either threatened or insulted, nor be subjected to unpleasantness
in disadvantages of any kind. ‘

8) During interrogation épeak only in your native tongue.

9) Do NOT under any oiroﬁmstances try to'decéive the enemys.

lQ) Be reserved in dsalings with unknown prisoners. (Stool pigeonsi)
eeaf/2




11) Béware of éonversations in closed roomé (hidden micraphones).

12) Never give your word of honour, NOT'to attempt to esoape.

Even as & prisoner of war, the GERMAN soldler is bound by hils
oath and even wlithout wespons, remains a fighter for the Fatherland.
Every GERMAN soldlier must take into consideration the fact that
after his return he must give an account of hls conduct while a
prisoner and that he will be held responsible for proven fallure
to carry out his dutye. '

ENEMY DISORGANIZATION
lks

47 Vo e i et e
| All units of the Alv have now been 1dentified and detalled
interrogation of the many PW captured has been carried out on the
org and history of the dlv. PW were aslso able to glve a good deal
of infm on strs. o .

renadier Div y I et e

)

103 GR hos been decimated and is now only a battle gp of about
60 men (Kampfgruppe SCHEERER). I Bn has suffered about 50% cas.

104 Gr 1is believed to¥be destroyedbfor all practical purposes,
Its remnants are probably formed into a battle gp; coys are for the
most part dewn to a str of 5 -~ 15 men.

115 GR appesrs to be the strongest unit left in the 4lv; only
its I Bn is known to have suffered any appreclable ocas. 1 Coy has
dix men left, 3 Coy 30 man.

0f 147 Arty Regt &ll guns and horses were newly lssued just
before the dilv was commltted. Some guns would not filre and horses
would not pull. The guns of II Bn in posn round ESCHWEILER and
NOTHBER: were unable to fire because of lack of comns. All thelr
radlos were either captured or destroyed and 1t was impossible to
lay wire because of the extremely hy arty flre. Several guns were
" damaged by alir attack.

III Bn wes misdirected to JULICH instead of to DUREN and 1%t
arrived just in time for the bombing of 16 Nov. As a result only
three guns remaln, all the horses to the number of 100 were killed
and all sups of amn were degsiroyed. Of the original 60 men in the
?Q Tp, only 12 were left alive, and these were later employed as

nf.

- 147 Engr Bn of two coys each of about 120 men was committed as
inf near HEUCHEN F.0047. The coys lost contaot and 2 Coy suffered
50% ocas., A « _

The history of the div is one of the most ilnteresting among
inf dive since the collapse in FRANCE. - It was formed in Mar 43 and
was originally stationed in the CAIAIS area. From there it was sent
to form part of the def of PARIS, but it arrived too late. From
tlere it was glven the task of fighting & delaying actlon EAST of
the SEINE, but was caught in the MONS pocket and destroyed in four
days. Its comd Genmaj WAHLE was captured after his predecessor
(Genlt ELFELD, later Comd 84 Corps) had suffered the same fate. The
remnants of the div were sent back to DENMARK for recrganizatlon.

Thus the new 47 Volksgrenadier Div was intended to rectify the
bed reputation of 1ts namesake. The new div included no foraignors -
and no grandfathers. 4t was offered the plck of German youth,
including trained pilots from GOERING, tralned torpedo mechaniocs,
from DOENITZ end even a gift from GOEBBELS, some young entertalners
so far exempt from mil service. Most of the NCOs were veteruns of
RUSSIA. The div received a large number of new recently-commission-
ed offrs and the senior offrs came with plenty of battle experience
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and the medals that go with it. With all this, 1t also recelved
large quantities of new egpt. Trg was short,, but pep~talks were
long and numerous; "Germeny must win this war, GERMANY will win
this warm. ' : :

The troubles of the dlv started shortly after it left DENMARK
on 10 Nov. Some Danish patriots dynamited the rly llines at two
places and the div was held up for a day. The majority of the
personnel of the adv party, sent ahead to reconnaitre the posns
of 12 Inf Div which they were to relleve, werse captured. The
pbulk of the aiv arrived on 15 Nov but the more unlucky portlions
were detralning at DUREN at 1000 hrs on 16 Nov and by 1200 hrs
the rly station at DUREN no longer existed.

The original plan called for 47 Volksgrenadier Div to re-
lieve 12 Inf Div on 16 Nov, but this proved impoaslble due to hy
Allied arty fire. Then came & serles of conflicting orders. One
bn was ordered to occupy a posn, but when it was already on its
way, it was recalled and ordered to attack in another sector. The
Regt Comds gave out one set of orders; the Div Comd gave out
another set; and Corps had lts owa ldeas. :

On 18 Nov the relief of 12 Inf Div was ocarried out amid great
confusion efter the dlv had already suffered heavily from air att-
acks and arty fire. Units ocoupled sectors they hkd no time to
reconnoltre - comds attempted to follow the familiar doctrine of
immedliate counter attack, but their tps had no idea of what forces
they hed opposing them. An expevienced German Coy Coud, now a PW,
sald ttat his men advanced to within 50 ydes of the American posns
and were then met by all the fire that could be brought to bear on
them. Practically the whole of the first Bn was wiped out within
mins, and the number of dead almost exceeded the number of PW taken.
II Bn 104 CR met a similar fate at SCHERPENSEEL and then, to add ‘
insult to injury, the Germen arty fired into their own lines. Comns
to the rear were dlsrupted; Regt Comds did NOT know where thelir
bns were and vice versa.. The arty F0Os never reached the inf units
and thelr guns were afrald to fire because of  the vigil of the salr
forces: Lt SCHUTKOWSKI, 0C 4 Coy 104 GR, sald: "Not even during
our worst orisis in RUSSIA did I experlenoce such utter confusion
and such drastlc fallure on the part of responsible German Comds."
0C 1 Coy, 104 GR said: "It was all mixed up: I did not know what
was golng on on my right or left, or what was 1n front, but still
I was ordered to attack". Lt LUNEN of II Bn HQ, 104 GR, commented:
n"you used more arty amn than we expended rifle amn".

The first few PW taken from the div were arrogant and firm
velievers in Nazl propaganda, but after two days of fighting even
the experienced soldlers were glad to be in‘captivity. A senior
NCO “of 103 GR, a professional soldler with ten year's servioce,
sald: ™Ours was a good dilv: it had the best personnel and the
best eqpt. Had it been sent to a quileter sector in the beginning
and committed gradually, it would bave been a formidable opponent.
Now we are finished".
: {Source: Second Army IS No. 173)

The GAF -~ Where Now?

The big battles open on the Western borders of Germany, battles
which may well culminate in the final defeat of the WEHRMACHT. It
1g essentlal therefore to apprecliate the part which the GAF lis
playing or hopes to play and how it may affect the outcomse.

It was obvious that, followling its withdrawal from all ococupled
countrlies in the West, except North Holland, maj declsions would have
to be made as to its tactical and strategic usc during the battles
which were obviously in the offing.
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A certaln amount of tlme was granted for thls regrouping
and planning due to the difficulties of the Allled Alr Foroes in
oreating fwd bases after such a rapld distance devouring adve.
Particularly so as the onset of winter already portended in an
early and unusually hy rainfall during Ooct.

5111ed are superiority prosented the GAF High Comd with two
men and incecapable fasts (1) that we had a strong, adequate Tac .
Air Foroce, (11) that we could, et the same time, carry on, on an
over lncreasing scale, a strategio alr assault. :

Foar of cur strategic railds appeared to dominate at first
apd only a very amll tactical force of SEF was grouped ou the
whol2 of the long fron%t involved. Towards the end of Oot and the
perly days of Nov, however, there were strong indications of a
reversal of this polliey. More units were noticed comlng into
fwd arsas and stronger, more offensive minded, patrols werws being
flown over the battle arsas from METZ to NIJMEGEN.

The Wsstern Front dlvidas itself into flve mein areas dlo-
teted by the gen layout of the alrfdsg:i-

Zone 1 = TWENTEwENSCHEHE/PLANTLUNNE with the group of asso-
ciated alrfds. '

Zons 2 ~ BONNINGHARDT-KIRCHELLING.

Zong 3 ~ OSTHEIM-WAHN-EUDENBACH=BONN.

Zone 4 ~ RHEIN-MAIN-E3CHBORN=NIDDA-LANGENDIEBACH
5 = STUTTGART . .

Zona

Along this front were disposed some 600 operational SEFe fali-
1y evenly distributed except in the South. There appsared t¢ be on
gall & further allocation of alroraft, primarily allocated to
“"Defenco of Reich", which would bring the total eircraft available
for bactical purposes up 4o somewhere in tae neighbourhood of 1000.

During the first ltattles at AACHIEN determined attempts were
vade to asalst ground tps and, protect them from our aitacks; 1in
eddltion the Diggers of the Vest wall were given priority alyr ocover.

The Jasht week has seen & gradual olange in this disposition due
+0 {4) attacks by the Allles on his alxfds ia the cen®ral sector, -
and (11) the weather. -As is well known the GA¥ ls Just a3 badly off
“ag we arae in the lack of conerets runway slirfds and the recent hy
tains are proving troublesome. In additlon, bomb craters on soggy
grase ailrfds are an even mors difflcult proposition in the repalr
1ine than £111inz holes in concrate. 'The net result 1is that more
snd mars eirceraft are moving North to the alrfds in Zone L. Until
at the momnent there are probably some $00 plus SEFs iun thls erea.

This obviously has unbalanced his dispositions and in view of
fual stringency the extra distance which aircraft must fly to reach
whe jmmediate bettle area in front of COLOGIY will insvitably have a
hearing on operational effiolehay. ‘

These -alrfds too must be gettlng very overcrowded as they ere
the Gp on which most of the operational jed aircraft are pased.

This situation resumbles in many aspects that when the GAF wes
driven buck from his bases South of the SEINE. « First indeclielon,
then rapld moves and changes of locations which complotely upset
any coordinated plar there mey have been. There is huwever cne ex-
¢cepslon, that is the development and use o5 jot propelled alrcraft.
Tha GAF is undoubtedly makine strenuous efforts to bulld up an
effuctive forcs of these aircref%. IHis maj success so far with
them has been on reces work.  For the flrst tlme sinoce D day the
Cerman Army is belng well supplied with infm obtained by recoce alr-
araft. This reflected in the: vacious moves of hls ground tps to
mest our attacks which have shown an awereness and appreclation of
our intenticns not previously noilced. In additlon these alreraft
haveo adopted an of fenslive rvls, nob vaery effective, agalnst cur
zlefds and L of € moatly using antl-personnel bombs.
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The famous GAF Hy Bomber Force is a thing of the past, its
glories departed. On the Western Froat it is reduced to sonme
two Gruppen sngaged on the useless pastime of launchling flylng
bombs againat England of wiaich 5 - 10 percent reach the Greater
Lopdon area and that at quite hy cost in airoraft and erews.
Another unit still mekes attempts, sometimes successful, to drop
gupplies at DUNKIRK and. the remalning Atlantic coast garrisons,
agaln at hy cost. To make some sort of nlght effort agalnst our,
rear areas the Ju 87 has bsen recalled from its dishoncurable
rotirement and mixed with night flying FW¥ 190s, has been formed
into two or three Gruppen with initial egpt of some 100 alrorsft
with approximately 60 per cent -serviceability. In this connection
P¥ tell us that thelr targets are definitely rslated to the pre-
vious days recce resulis.

To sum up, the CAF SEF foree is atill strong in numbers but is
weak o efficlency for the followlng reasons:

(s) Indecision in high placss (local superiority could be obtalned).

{(p) Insurficiency of airfds of 1944 standards.

(¢) Detarioration ln quallty of pllots. .

{a) Orowlng shortage of fuel which is not onli affecting actual
flying ops but moves of units from airfd to alirfd whlch now
largely takes place by rall and therefore cannot be done
quickly. The GAF bas thus lost its mobillty, once Jjuati-
flably one of 1ts prides.

ENEMY METHODS

Tappliag of Slgs Lines

A capbtured file of patrbl reports of II Bn 351 GR underlines
agala the need for constant observance of telephone securiby.

Bxtracts from two of the reports appaar'balow:

{e) Patrol report of 7 Coy, 10 Nov 44:
*Task; To tap the telephone lipe found by an earlier patrol,
Report: The patrol reached the place where the line had been
without contacting the enemy. The line was no longer there;
only an eampty American ocable drum was foundeae™

(h) Buggested patrol, 6 Coy, 17 Nov 44.
"To; 1II Ba

The coy suggest that7a fighting patrol be sent on 17 N
to bring in prisoners from HATTERATH. .

Tegks: (1) To search the two red houses end take prisonars,
o (11) To tep a sigs line.
Str: 1 offr, 2 NCCs, 12 OR and one line sec.

Arme; 1 IMG, 12 machine pistols.
: Line section « 1,5000m cable"
(Source: GSI 30 Cerps)

TOICHE OF TiE WEHRMACHT

Life on WALCHEREN

The following diary extracts glve the impressions of one Hans
SPECHT who helped to garrison WALCHEREN Island from his bunker on




the cosstline. Taken prisoner during the latter stages of
the op which cleared the ZEELAND lslands, he kept a Talrly
curaful record of the developments leading up to the capturs

of himself
account of
actions to
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and hils bunker mates. The Diary also contalns en
the circumstances of hls surrender and of his re-
the inltial steages of 1life as a PW:
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Alert at about 2000 hrs last night. Guard duty
untll 2400 hrs. Iots of mall yesterday, but
nothipng for ma. X

MNight qulet, Bad weather. Several flights of
enemy airoraft over our posn., Watoched the ocraeh
of a four-epngined bhomber, In the afternoon a
bath irn DOMBURG, the flre%  osne in weeks.

1500 hrs hy seas during high tide. They say thet
hetweon 17 and 19 Oot spring-tide will set 1in.

Hy thunéer of gune from the dlreotion of FLUSHING
all nlght long and still going on (1000 hrs).
Sinca yesterday the water has rilsen gulte a lot.
Gattle Trom the surroundlng country have been
brought together into a small area, they appear
very hungry end thirsty. Wrote home yesterday
but it is douhtful whethier any mall wlill leave
here cnymore. At noon bomber attack on BRESKENS.

Hy arty fire in direction of BRESKINS. According
to the radio, BRESKENS has been partly cccupled
by the Tommy. :

Stand~te during the night but nothing heppened.
Ne nore arty filre can be heard from BRESKENS.
Romber stbtacks durling the afternoon. Two four=-
engined bombers brought down, ons st 14605 hrs, the
other one at 1622 hrs; both of them near us. One
ol them fell into the sen, nons of the craw were
saved, but the Mavy brought back a rubber boat.

Nothing epeclal to report durlng the last few days.
Tonight we received notice that we will move to-
BOrrow.

Clear weather, night quiets At 1130 hrs attack
by bomberes on our Stutzpunkt, Bomb orater only
about ¥ m from us. No ¢as. Our coy marches off
in the morning. :

We were suppesed to move with the rest of the coy
to our new location, From 1030 to 1330 bomber
attacks This time we stayed in our bunker, The
bunksr wasg badly snaken bub nonndy weaes hurtd

1630 bre we start marching to the new Stulzpunkt,
where we arrive at 1830 hrs,

Yastaerday mornlng 1 went with Spgt KiMPE and ROT-
MELIER to ouvp 2ld Stutzpunkt to get the rest of
our things. Shortly after we left there the time-
bomb In the satrence to the dump exploded. At
DOMBURG new attacks of strong homber fmns, could
NUOT observe the hlits., Irn the alternoon raturn

to new loeatlon, After arrival we move 1nto a
differsnt bunker. AL 1900 hrs I go with 3 % gat
the rations. Very dlirty2 The ratlon ship did not

. arrlve.
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Wed 1 Nov 44  During the night hy fire of our battery from
DOMBURG towards FLUSHING ? During the morning
hy naval gunfire on WEST-KAPELLE and DOMBURG.
Algo strong bomber attacks. Towards 1300 hrs
only spasmodiec fire. The enemy is said to be
in WEST~-KAPELLE.

Thu 2 Nov 44 Night quiet and rainy. In the morning more arty
_ fire. DOMBURG t¢ FLUSHING in the hand of the
eneny. Weather clears and fighter-bombers ocome
over again, During the day the small weakly
garrisoned 1sle across from WALCHEREN was occue
pied. Our retreat is cut off now. ’
Frl 3 Nov 44 Night was quiet except for some arty fire, and
the day uwntll now ~ 1600 hrs -~ was also compara-
tively quiet., Is it the hour before the storm?
A small cat strayed into our bunker and I em
Jooking aflfter it.

3at 4 Nov 44 Contrary Lo expectations the night was quiet.
Building a raft in the hope that we will still
be got out of here. In the morning 1t clears
and the fighter-bombers are getting aotive again.
in the early hrs of the afternoon alr attack on
our posn. '

Mon 6 Nov 44 Arty fire, in the afternoon fighter-bomber att-
ackse S. 18 slck and is to be sent back to
HILDESHEIM. He takes some letters to wife and
family alonge.

Tue 7 Nov 44 Half past Tive in the mornlng we leave for Stutz-
punkt HEIDELBERG. Arty fire and three fighter-
bomber attacks. All day on sentry duty. Miser-
able weather, miserable quarters, NOT much sleep.

Wed 8 Nov 44 1000 hre; Enemy 1s sald to have broken through.
No connection LEFT or RIGHT., With me 1n the
bunker are six comrades. Looking fwd to being
ocaptured if everything goes will. At about 1330
wo surrendered after the bunker of the CSM was
found to be empty. ‘We were searched right away,
wo.tch and money talken away. Then to DOMBURG,

“where we were put into a school. We met most of
our comrades here, we were the last ones to bs,
taken Dxisoner. : :

Thu 9 Nov 44 0800 hrs; Start of march in direction FROUWEN=-
POLDER. Should have been transported to FLUSHING.
On account of the stormy weather had to turn back
and were put into barracks of the former Stutz-
punkt Johannmickel (?)s 40 men in the barracks.

Frl 10 Nov 44 Very stormy and cold. The offrs among us were
‘ taken away by boat yesterday. We are supposed
to start at 0900 hrs. Our guards are very decent.

(Concerning the surrender of our coy)

During the night about 3 o'clock hy mortar fire, and again st
6 o'closk in the morning. Under the protection of this f1ire the
Tommy camps upe Our men had taken cover. At 9 o'olock the whole -
0oy were PW except the men in our bunker who didn't surrender un-
t1l 1530 brs. Great superiority of the enemy in material, es-
peclially tanks., We had no hy weapons. Morale of our men in spite
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of averything gooda The oppressive feeliné of inferiority and

ugeleas fighting is over with. Don't kaow the cas of ouxr coy.

_ Bhewy mebhods

The following report has been recelved froam the Sigs Offr
Ninth U3 Army: . ! . . '

A%t 1930 hrs on 13 Nov the switchboard operator of an arty

. bn recelved a call from someons wio identified himselfl as
"gwitcohboard chief from CONQUER". The caller requested to be

infn how many of frs the arty upit had together with neme, rank
and numbex of each. The calling party is sald to have spoken

‘with a German acsent and when asked by the opsrator to authen-
ticate, replied that he did not kmow what authentlcatlon meant and

and wanted to know what it meant. He was glven NO infm.

On the same daﬁb‘anOther‘Arty unit*reported,a similar re-
quest to thelr switchhoard operator. Wire patrols checked the
lines thoroughkly after this lncident and sucoceeded in Tinding

., bare spots at which the tapping could bave been done. .

Source: Second Army IS No 168)

The Evao of Clvs

The evac of the town of HOENGIN on 6 Nov was accompllished

_at.the point of a gun by @& GAF fd unit belleved to bs 22 GAF

Regt under comd of Cberlt ISEN assisted ‘by Albert WINANZ, former

'_Mayor of ‘WEHR. - It was necessary for the tps to threaten to

shoot hostagess in order to get the olvs to evac. Looting end

- slaughter of livestock were sald to bave taken place during the '
~evace 1t is reported that each soldier was allowed 83 lbs of
... booty. which ocould:be sent. to the rear with the ration train and
“then sent’ by mail’'to the soldler's home,’ A PW stated that much

- of ‘the loot included shoes = in certaln cases taken off the feet

of olve ~ and other articles of clothing. Part of the town was
burned .after the evac. I ‘
o (Source; First US Ammy)

Arty Methods

A PV sald that owing to the efflclency of Brit sound-range-
ing and flash~spotting &n order has been lssued forbldding the
use of a roving gun for ranging. As far as possible all guns
weore to fire simultaneously.-" "~ - '

- {Sourde; 12 Coryps)

Degimation

- During-the recent adv by the French they captured nearly

" all of Reer HQ Nineteenth Army near MULHOUSE. Included in the

personnel taken were 190 offrs, all no doubt vital to the Ger-
mn war effort. , . SO ‘ ‘ ’
T _ : v(Sourca: 3 Brit Div Int Surmary)




