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.Summary of Infm.on the SOUTH DUPCH IS *NDS and an’ Appreciation
of enemy 1ntentions as- of 181200A Oot 44./ VTR
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1 ‘ The 1slands of WALCHEREN and NOORD and ZUID BEVELAND form,
p, the NORTH bank of the' WEST SCHELDE R leadlng Lo the port.
f NTWERP.. Their dominating feature is that they: are,, for the
mosY part, below high water level. .. They would be mud banks were
it not for the. sand dunes and ?ykea xhap border them,

2 ZUID. BEVELAND lies~between tha ﬁAST and WEST SCHFLDE and 1s .
flanked in the WEST by NOORD BEVELAND and WALCHEREN, It is linked

to WALCHEREN by a rd and rly ohuseway;and is separated from NOORD
BEVELAND by the ZANDKREEK. re.is a2 rd and rly causeway linking

it to the mainland. The. islang .1a about: 23 miles long and about

11 miles wide from NORTH to SOUTE at;its widest' pt.; The main town

on the 1sland 1s GOES.3329. population 7, 500. o S

DETAILS

i

3 (a) Besches ¢ Generally, the beachesearound ZUID .BEVELAND
oongist of send covered with mud or silt. 6" or 8" thick. The beach
can |generally be considered capable.of, taking tracked vohs and of'ten
wh traffic. Some secs conslst of salt marah with sparta grass. The
ground 1s NOT really. firm. | :

(b) 822%” h oxits - It 1s reported ‘that the dyke i3 negotfable
at 411 pts nf as the seaward slope.ls moderate and a man sould
ogs8lly pass between the wooden.stakes. ‘At .high tide, tracked vehs
could cross the dyke at most pts. and.pass Iinland.. The most sultable
exits for MT on the SOUTH side; are. at.the small tidal harbours which
are [reported to have amall woogen or'stone~surfaced rawps. These are -
ELLEWOUTSDIJK 273169, HDEDEKENSKERKE 347209 where there is a gteel br
on g floating pontoon, BAKENDORP 339191, HANSWEERDE 4022 at the
entvanoe to the 2UID BEVELAND CANAL and at BATH 5501’7?o

~(s) C omn '
(1 ; Rds « The. main rd of the 1sland is tie continuation
of the AUTOBAHN from WALC HEREN. ; After crosaing the cansoway, oonnectirg
the [two 1slands, 1t runs through GOES to 355282 where 1t crosses a ‘
cangal and rly on a 270 £t br. "It crosses the ZUID BEVELAND canal at
409253 and then proceeds to the mainlsnd via the caugseway connecting
~ the [1sland to the mainland. Running inland from the coastal villages,
are many brick-surfaced rds from 9 - .16 £t wlde., . The rds cross many
minor dykes and canals and areé flanked by ditchas which would hamper’
deployment in those areas where eross-country mov would be possible.
Rd brs oross the ZUID BEVELAND CANAL, at 410287, ot 409253 and at 410219
oy & pontoon br. The br at 429253 13 double;. the southern being the
rd br which has been destroyed‘and the northern half" bexng the rly br
now 1n use by GERMAN vehs..
(11) Rlys ~ The rly continues from the WALG HEREN causewavs
~ through GOES to ths maihiand via the causeway.
- (111) Canala ~.The ZUID BEVELAND CANAL gives access from the '
WEST SCHELDE through the islanf to. the EAST SCHELDE. It runs NORTH and -
SOUTH without a bend. It 1s about 44 miles long and 130 -~ 164 £t wide
with a depth of 21 f£'t. Thare gre other. minor canals on tne 1sland.-

i e g

(d) Cover - Cover from air obaervation is praotioally nil for
the | enemy have cut dawn ths majority of the few trees for use as alr
landing obstacles. . . :

(o) Eggg!gg%_%%gggggggg - Althouqh there'is only cne main rd
which crosses the -neck slde bg 8ide with the. rly, there are,
in Tact, other rds except at the WALCHEREN causeway. At the narrowest
pt of the isthmus NW of BATH 547172, there 13 a 2000 yd front with {wo
subaidiary rds to the SOUTH which can maintain inf vehs. Thereafter,
"there are many routes as the 1sland opens out ~ all obvlously minor
but|by no means 1mpasslble.
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3 (e) Landward approaghes - cont'd. .

: From the above, itﬁmay be conéluded fromSthe topngraphical
pt of view that sea landings are posiible on the SOUTH coast of ZUID
BEVELAND; and that landward adv '1s.difficult but NOT impossible.

i . L '
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4 | . ‘The fixed defs of .ZUID BEVELAND are’very 1t. Alr phs show

thirteen £d bty posns of which'all but two appear at the present

time to be unoccupled or dummy posns,” There 1s a ditch forming an:

A thk obstacle half way up the nack at’the BASTERN ernd of the island
501 - 5020 which runs from the SOUTH shore up to the rd and rail
smbankmont, Beyond this, the only other defs on the 1slsnd are a few

sety spaced inf posne as ghown,qn,the trace which followva.,
' Tour defended lines running NORTH - SOUTH are apparentie -

(1) SOUTH of bay 560203 - probably.held agalnst sbtack
‘tha :EA3T by a re-~inforced pl. In rear however, there sre
ably three coy posns holding the eentré of ‘the istlmus bLetween
line and the next. - : . . ’ -
(11) Canal SOUTH of 410308 held by two coys. 1 Lo
- (11%) Line of canal from 360335 to 332314 to ACHTHOEK 2930
sy 5623 whilch may be held by three coys. = ; :
- {iv) A strip of the WEST comst limited by = ilns running
235310 'to '246192. This sec was defended on the Ea3T by two
-Inforced coys and on the coast by an inf coy located between 195240
248192. ' A strong pt area 2130 consisting mainly of LAA and med
was obviously organlized to control comns botween WALCHEREN and
BEVELAND. The coasatal sdéc 246192 to 350225 was held by a coy.
t from LAA guns on ths second ‘line, all ‘the srty has been dlsposed
g the WEST coast. This consisted ‘of cne tp of 15 am guns, one tp
25 cm guns and some LAA. Res forces allow for four inf coys’
ng along the isthmus and two regt coys area 2727. RHR locatsd
JSa ' " v ‘ .; . . : . . .
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It was appreciated that the enemy might use extensive flooding
4LGHFREN as one of his means of def for that island. This was
trated'when the dykes were breaclied by thq RAF as part of our
tactles. On the other hand, ' the enemy has started the tnundation -
sveral areas along:the ' isthmus) Joining“ZUID ‘BEVELAKD to ths maine
» He hopss thereby to'canalize s 111'7“ﬁhégfaﬂy,1apdward approach
1 the FAST to the main body of "ZUID*BEVELAND. “In the, past three
;. inundatlons between the ZUID'BEVELAND-CANAL snd the mainland. have
|rapldly and already the enemy has flooded tHe following areasse

- 4229, 4128, 4228, part of 4127, 4227, 4228 and NORTHERN part 4225,
and parts of 4122 and 4222, “'Between these areas, tho ground 1is o
ratod, Other inundated areas are - 4423, A tk ditch 456237 to 4522350
57224 and XRABBENDIJK SEHE 454214 to 466202, BATH polder 5519 and o
KKEN polder 573196 to 570185,  Other secs are becouing saturated

the Ingresa of water ls advanclng rapldly. " Thls is shown on the
o which follows. ' LA . - '

PG RIERL T
Although there .are NO signs yet of aptificial inundation in the
body of ZUID BEVELAND, the enemy may be expected to commence flood=
at any tlhe; particularly as‘soon as an attuck developa into the _
ng. He has already prepared for demolitlor a bresch in ~he wns

of the ZUID BEVELAND CANAL. This,-ir conjunction with bresching

the coast dykes, would cause rapid inundation of ths greater part
entgal‘ZUID,BEVELAND; many parts of ‘which are already saturated,

*aldly. . _ . ‘

ir floéding progressea to -its fullest extent, it is probable that*
only ground left above water will be the dykaa carrying rds and rly
andithe sand dunes and dyke around the coast. It i¢ along these .higher

lev;la”that the enemy haq-disposed‘what defls he]has_on.thla neninaula.
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9 Any accurate assessment of the forces defending the islands
and| thelr dlsposns must awaltl the evacuation of the SOUTH bank of
the| SCHELDE where 64 INF DIV and elements of other fmns are now
endgavouring to extricate themselves after suffering ny cas.

.10 - Qut of the welter and wreck of the XV AHMY whicy passed through
thejse 1slands in the withdrawpl from FRANCE and BELUIUM towards
GER&ANY; 1t 1s reasonable tO‘buppose that the snemy would retaln here’
~only those tps required to carry-out the def plans for thls sec. It
ia hardly 1ikely that he will embark at thias stage on's new plan and
extensive fresh works. AirapPs'toydate disclose KO such intention.

' . et R e S
11 From one coy in. 1941 ahd a bn 4n 1942, the fd army garrison

haa expanded with the defs and before Aug.thls year. comprised a re-

inforced div of inferior grade, 185 TRG DIV, Most of thls div,

refurbished as 70 INF DIV, left’ the:islands:in Aug and early in Sep

moved towards GHENT but beat ahasty.and igrnominious retreat towards
* the SCHELDE, - This is the "WEISSB :DIV :mada up of atomach ulcer.

cages and men on leave in GRRMANY 1s compoged of three regts

each of two bns. 1018 GR moved out- of the islands to the ares of .
MERXEM to meet our adv northward from-ANTWERP, ' This regzt has suffered
veny hy cas; i1ts remmants being obsorbed into the forcses now batween .
us |and BERGEN OP ZOOM, -1019 OR has remained on WALCHEREN ISLAND but
contributed one, pgssibly two, coys to agsist 64 INF DIV in the.
BRESKENS area. vlog

0 OR is on ZUID.BEVELAND, II BN has been identified
in [contact with us at the EASTERN.end of the isthmmg. Ubder the name .
of BATTLE GP GRUBER, 1t 1s disposed‘as follows:- four rifle pls, one
A tk pl.and a sec of FLAK plup two pls‘from 8 COY in 53319; two pls
from 6 COY and one pl of four 12 em mortars in 4420; two pls from
5 COY 5017 and two pls from 7/ C0Y in 4122. It is reagonable to suppose
that the msin part of ZUID BEVELAND 1s the responsibility of X BN.

* i . .

7 e Three re-inforced coys, representing III BN of 128 OR (48 DIV)

| ard on NORTH ana SOUTH BEVELARD.  Although olements of 128 GR have

‘ bean identifled in aption, NO gpecific ref has been mads to IXI BN
which may still be occupying its original posris. The bn 1s composed
of ARMENIANS, o A : S

13 It is probable that some low grade tps such as landesacheutzan
bng, trg unite, etc., were sent to WALCHEREN and ZUID BEVELAND to plug
gapy left by wov of 70 INF DIV, Same of these tps may stil? be ln
this ares.- : 1 K ' '

14 Inn addition to the two divs, 64 and 70 nlrsady suugested as
remoaining NORTH and SQUTH of the SCHELDE, .there may alud be some
small elements of 228 and 712 INF'DIVS which have been cut off from

. their parent fmnas. The g:rrison of WALCHEREN and ZUID 3IEVELAMD must
ingl large numbers of {lak, coastel arty and marine personnel %hat
arg present in the garrisons of every lmpurtant port such as ANTWERP,

15 Senme identifications of units of this kind. have alresdy been made and it
18 possible to estimate the total personnel distributed amongst the Tfour arcas to
‘be defended ~ NOORD BEVELAND, ZUID BEYEI)A,M), WALCHEREN and the brhoad SOUTH of the

‘ R o ’ ‘

SCHELDE; ~ | | S _

. 64 Inf Div , . 4000 .

70+ Inf Div ' ‘ } 6500 '

Elts 226 Iaf Div L 500

Elts 712 Inf Div , \ . 300

111/128 GR (Armenian), - . . 500

202 NHaval Cozet Bn o - 200

810 Raval Flak Bn 4 900 Lo

61 Arty Bn (mot) BTN 500 . . S
1140 Arty Bn (mot) | L 4o . '
g vty Bn . . 500

847 1t Flak Bn : © 400 | ,
Festunge Engr Bn 312 ¥ 700 \

, One Bn of Festungs Stam Re%t 800 S o
FLUSHING Harbour Gd Units | 700 ’ :
Werfer Unite i 300
Nawal : T 800 !

Migcellaneous R 3000 .
" ' :' 19700 -
i L 0/4’
.
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1h The above figures will probably be dietributed as followss~ WORTH BEVELAND )
~ 1t|1s LT considered thal this islond will be sirongly held - “(n .'LO, Flak 100, -
ZUID [BEVEIAN - in the present.circumstances, 1t is belleved that ks total personnel

necessary o man U BEVEIAND would be, at 'the very moat, 3,500 tues as Iollcmmn ;

Iaf 2000 |

. Flak and marine - 800
T Arty 7300 . ! 3
5 Miacellaneous 400 B

FALCHEREN - from the number’ of oaa.stal and inlemd strong. phBsLts uecessary res and
the port installations, it may be obtimsted’that the garwinpsiwill approximate 11,500, .
rﬁ% S?UI'H of the SCHELDE - this leaves approx 4,400 met ‘t‘igh‘r SOH of the SCHEIDE,
i 'that sec have already been very hy. ' When things becoms tui difietit, 1% is
1ike y‘that as meny of these as pos&ible will-be withdrawn to WALC'IEREN and perhape

ZUID| BEVELAND to etrengthen the tps fighting there, ~ 7
FIEME ) | - | | |
17 WALCHEREN is the gatowny to ANTWERP, * This port, almoat unisaaged, u8 the
answpr %o owr adm problems of a rapid edv’ 1nto GERMANY, - Time, whioh is the first:
requirement for GERMANY whose rescurces aro wearing.very thln, ean ba bought most ¢
cheaply by continuing to control the WEST SCHELDR S
18 'rhis control ie exeroisod by ooast&l“btys oh’ ALC,KFLE‘E'V cawring thz estuaxry
mouth and by controlled: minefds WEST: and SOUTH of" WAICHEREW, " 0Of *- se, the guusiere
the nltimate objective, They are sited in btys half on the « vasu, the balance faland,
Fourfeen biys are on or within two mlles of the SW ceast. Ap.rt Loun the perimeiar
def pf' the beaches on the N¥ and SW of the 1ela.mi, the area sivowst YIMSHING has beea
ereated a fortress, . : [ AR S
- l’? -The enemy haa cantempla.ted attack from the a!l.r and provide! AA end anti-—
' "land lng devices, All of “hese are disposed to meet attack Trom th: W¥IT, Now,
| howeper, instead of being over the NORTH SEA, we are on the ww 1xu.a‘ «. to the SOUTH
; of the SCHEIDE and to the EAST of the islands, - : . :
: 20 Alresdy he hae planned some* def NB of EATH 54.1'? at the nareo 'e'%“ pt of
j the ZUID BEVELAND isthmus and. along; the 1ine of the ZUID BEVELAND wcomly thuse ha | :
o mupt| strengthen, He muat def end the cgusewq o WALCLIERE_FA& g tn;e;lE ASTERN 8hOPOD . o sy
o ey thamm*w ST R T o
! . * . i l -
' 21 As to sup, &8s long aa he ho;ms ‘J’ERE 1835 aml NOORD BI.VEL\T& he ean receivo
pone| sups by sea from the NORTH, N : .
22 The enemy's 1ntention appeatrs to be to hald the lslands ar: he guns of
WALCHEREN as the defs are now prepared ®ith the flooding of WALCHEHEN end the
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preparations fop flooding on ZUID BEVELAND. it.1s unlikely that be %511 extend his

nd, the.enemy must. supclanent his mesgre
"1imit on themz 14 o8 1 the cavacity of -

: Kis defensive poanu gre definitely rastricted to w’mt 115tle high ground
:d “is; these. being mainly weapon pita and IAA posns dug in to the dvke ﬂongs&de

8. ‘ g 1 PR ’
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Invested aa he now is vlrtually an three sides, wi“z 2i% m2ia sup route f xmd
pe route) out at the EASTERN end of the isthmus, thse evemy crn weintein his

only from the NORTH and thet by sea, There are KO indicaticns to dxte of his .
gble to aecomplish this on anything but & very linibod inoale. .

Judging by the tenor of the reaiatance put up by 1018 GR, (% is _very unlikely

the balance of 70 INF DIV will put wp a very strong fight in c’m of thefe inlands;
is it likely that the miscellanecus tpa supporting 70 DIV will hi.ve a 1lgh grade
wrale o much wish to sustain a fight against.determinad nttack. “They have not
faith in the 1t wezpons which they can bring to bear on an atfack from the LdsT
her it be by land along the isthmus or sea-borne from:the SCHENDE,

kel G
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Appreclation. of the enemy situation 30UTH of BEHGE N
OP-L00H ard on the SOUTH BEVELAND %sthuus, '

e L T T T v ORI
< . : .
Sicde by aide with.a large pertion of 70 Inf Div, 89 Fastungs L

Stawn ds assipned the Ae¥Y of WALCHEREN:and SCUTH BEVELAND. Since no
eloments of this fortress unlt have assvet appeared SOUTH of BRESKENS
or FORTH of ANTWERP, +hs infmpwe have on its org and str s, sc far,
incguplete. IW from 1018 GR, jwhich hed previcusly belonged to 89
Fesfungs Stamm, have however given us an 1dea-o£\wb&t we may expech.

Chrlously, 89 Featungs Stamm 1s NOT ome of the Flihrer's
favourlte wnits; the nulk of the personnel 1la over 40 yoars of, age
and the rest conslsts of reclalmed cas from the BASTERY front. In
their own words, they classify themselves as "eivilian soldiery® and
the black strips they wear on: their shouldsr straps are allegedly =
token of this dlstinction. 1 ' -

Altbough the unlt is cdlled ®abteiluag", 1.8., "battalion”,
it getually 1g of ragt size aﬂd conglate of at least eleven coys aeach
of W30 men or wors. : : S ’

L0 Coy ds crmanized as follows e |

: A
10/8¢ lFuat 3tam4 Lo ' -
: TN TR Yo
Pl P1 Pl Pl i

Each pli= 3235 mon with FRENCH rifles
‘}g :~5 . IMG ] ! .
3 mod mortars (FRENCH) ',
Lo LT ome - coys may‘ ‘have 2 Lo 2 ‘
b omoor 7.5 cm A tk guns

Befors withdraving to the DUICH ISLANDS, 89 Fostungs Stanm was
amplovad Jor many menths 1in guarding some of the strong pts of the
ATLANT.C WALL - deseriers from 10 Coy sald they had been used for gd N
duties and woriking partlea of strong pt "ROMMEL® near COXYDE LEZ BAING,+
EAST of DUNKERQUE until the beginning of Sep 44. End of Sep, 35 men :
wora transferred to 1018 GR. Prior to 20 Sep,:%7, 8, 9, 10 and 11’Co§s ;
were| regponalble four patrolling the Cenal between VANZOES and KAPELL

D32 but on that date the whole of 8% Festung Stamm is sald to have moved

to MEDDELBURG on WALCHAREN. The sheets cf water whlech now rippls over

machl of WALGHEREN and the corresponding dangsr of damp fest and Polder

Fever may, however, csuse these soldiers to return tec thelir original

posn| on SOUTH BEVELAKD. i : . '

&

: IT BR of 1020 4R 70 INF DIV-was ldontified on the isthmuya 11 Oct
dlsppsed in depth with Battiegroup;GRUBER in the fwd pogn made up of
ona pl taken {rom each of &, 6, 7 and 8 Coys plus one 4 tk pl and a sec
of Flak. I BN may well be disposed along the SOUTHERN shore of SOUTH
DEVELAND .~ Plooding of the lathmus immediately BAST of the SOUTH BEVELAND
GaliaL has progressed conslderabtly since we last discusssd the inundations
in Ipt Sumsary Ro.l3, dated 18 Oct 44. The neck is now almost aomplstely
awampad across a band Lordering on the BAST bank of "the ¢anal and extend-
ing po the 44 easting.: There srs three gaps in this wet arsale
{1) around #he NCRTH shore from the MOLEN PUUIR 4427 paat
‘ YERSEEE to the NORTHERN end of the oanal 4151, . i
{11) from the r& and rly crossing 4225 along the ZANNIJE 3W tg
ths cansl 4123, i
(1141) the right-of.way| of both the rly and the main rd WEST to
the canal 4125 are free, so far, from any sizns of flood-
. Ing or ssturation. . :
Thig| Infwm, taken from air phs of %112004 Cet, may be changed by the wind
and rain of the past 24 hra. | : ‘
‘ . . ’ .gooa/fg
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At the basa of %he isthmus, some Lgw saturatior fus bL-m nobed
from BATH 5417 NORTH to dyke and rliy juns 3431200, CGrouad in Whe Sy
trisngle NORTE of the rly at that bt e inundated. 9837 of iie A tk
ditch from 456237 to 446822 to Harbour 4221 flonding tms contirued,

but the rd and rly are still clear. % - =¥

The tn disposed salong the iathmus§°if‘avery man 1a pushed into o
the fighting atr, may wuster 700 men., Thila could be bulll vp to ‘1,000 LY
or move by bringing into thia area stragglers from WALCHEREN and qiite '
poasili, some of ths WEHRMAGHT who have been driven onin SOUTH DBEVELAND
by tha Tlooding of WALCHERENR. * ' '

It 48 probable that the enemy will be found to Wuve dug himself
into the WESTERN sides of the dykes with all hie M@z up., In thia way,
he will obtain a maxlmum of 1t sutomatic fire end at tho sace time &
naximym protsction from our arty fire. ‘

It is believed that 1020 GR is responsible fov BOUTH DEVELAND

with IT BN in the isthmus with gn effective atr of 35¢ and T BN on the
main gart of the peninsuls with;fighting atr of 400, Ffuprvorting those
ars 7Q FUS BN and 70 FI} RPT BN having sir of 260 and 100 vespsctively.

Infm of guns in this seo is scant but it dose eyrvesr that TT/1020
GR hag 1ittle hy sp. Battlegroup GRUBER was sald %o bave <he sach of

7.5 cm, 5 om and 3.7 em A 3k guns placed fwd with the & ti ple LF thoa:,
the firat has been desirvoysd already. OB peports to-izy Indicate that
one mad gun has arrived on the istizmus., It 1s possible theb other arty
pleceq are being moved from wel NALOHEREN to this see whinh is move
immediately threatensd by attack. Undoubtedly, hils weamvonz will be siten
to cover the three rds leading into the lsthmue and along wilch we must
travel. ' b Co

~ \ ) 'A' )
The gen estimate of guna on BO0UTH BEVELAND, as & whole, 18:-

ige ¥»a 5
20 ¥ed !
4 Py P
3 Hy Ak !

9 Miascellansou : )

This 1iat is NOT accourate and msy Incl duplieatlcns duve to mov to
alternative posna. : ‘

‘ Pergonnel of 70 DIV, with whom wo were engaged previously,
showed themselves sensitive to attack by APVg. It is probable that the
personnel of 1020 GR, when faced with armd vehs, will kosy vhelr heads
down rather than use their Panzerfaust or Cfenrohr with aggression.

In this respect, 70 DIV will differ from 84 DIV which fought bitterly
during our attack to BRESKENS., So far, we have X0 gvidense of enemy -
mines |in this area or of rd craters other than thoss of our own making.
This does NOT preclude the posaébility #mat the enemy ia prapsred to R
nut such defensive measures inte effecs as soon as gn shbzacy develops. -~

Heving made a ccmparlaun;betweém 70 DIV arnd &4 LIV, 1t might be
well to draw attention to the fact that the latter, which iad besn gradoe:
ap & third rate fmn, fought extremely well wnder the ihreat by tholr
nffra|of themselves being shot 1f they withdrew snd of tThalw Tamiilaz
being|ashot 1f they survendered.: As 70 DIV dg fishtling uncer the zans
higher comd in def ¢f the same port, the Lps now opposing us may e
driven againgt thelr willl to attempt similar resistence.

Iuﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂt5’!00}"06000’)'100562‘090‘#

|
Our adv NORTHWARD through ths poldsr land WEST of OSSWMEORES HT
6215 and WOENSDRECHT €320 to seturs the ed and rall savssvay lnto the
HASTERN end of the isthumua, wmet with st¢'ff opposn. The low land lying
betwen the rly and the dyke in sge &720, 582Q and 5820 iz balleved,
from pur last identifisation, te be hold by Iwo coye of 6 PARA REGT
probably elements of I BN YCoys™ <4}, ## interrogatiam aleo indicasted
anamy| posns 1n area SOSGALS poregitly in ooy atr althoush MG sonfirastion
has bpen recelved and avaelliable as counter atteck gr in the event of
furthsr sdv NORTH of WOENSDRECHT 3120 o« adv across the srea 5820
and 5920. It 1s poesible that énamy poang NOATE of tre wly nave een
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re-inforced beyond two coy atr by infiltration at night during the
past| week of inf from 1020 GR jdentified WEST of easting 57. This
1s NOT considered likely however, since the enemy ocan probably '
dispose this str to greater adrantage on the neck itself. . L
Enemy tps in the area NbRTH of - the rly come under the same
comd as those dlaposed NORTH of WOENSDRECHT 6120 and HOOGERHEEIDE
6319, who have contested so strongly our efforts to push further
to the NORTH direction of BERGEN-OP-Z0CM, Senior comd in_the area
appears to be Lt-Col VAN DER HEYDTE and to date his so-called para
tpa |have given a good account of theomselves. They are mostly under
25 yrs of age, of 'A' category and, although some are in-experienced
as inf, are NOT lacking in the will to resists Moreover, they have
proven to date to bs well equipped with sitomatic weapons and inf A tk
eqprt 1lnel Ofenrohr and Faustpatrone,

Ops of the friendly fmn on our RIGH? flank are believed %o

have resulted in partlal diversion of whatever tactical ras the enemy
was holding to oppose our adv straight NORTH to WOENSDRECHT and
HOOQERHEIDE, . On 20 Oct, for example, coys of IT BN 6 PARA REGT were
jdentified on our RIGHT flank for the first time in this area. The
only coys of 6 PARA REGT still to be identified are 13 and 14 whose
presence at ell in this area has NOT been confirmed up untll now.

The | re-grouping and shifting of res which the enemy has hesn obliged ¢
to undertake during the past 48 hrs makes any estimate of atr on our
{mmediate front facing NORTH diffiocult and unreliasble. However, an
outblde estimate of str would|probably be about three under-str inf
bns| composed largely of personnel of § PARA REGT but doubtless inecl
recently formed battlegroups of coy str such as have characterlzed
enenmy order of battle this seo during the past two waoks .,

The SP guna of XV ARMY' Assault Gun Bn, which have auppor ted

the| above tps both in defl agalnst our attacks snd in thelr counter

atteoks against us in the areas 6120 and GROQCTE MEER 6617, have been

turned to meet the armd threat advanoing NORTHWARD on our RIGHT.

Due| to the success of the latter, it l1s improbable that the enemy

will be able to spare SP eqpt immediately NORTH of us. ' -

The arty which has been brought to bear upon us in the gen ares
NSDRECRHT, OSSENDRECHT, GROOTE MEER and which, for = long time, was

persed across our front was a few days ago concentrated into two _
_ereas - woods 625256 and woods 6652565, Guna in the latier area «
‘almost certainly fully engaged with the attack on our RIGHT. Thosw ‘
the former area will atlll be available to sp any enemy def in the

at that we attack NORTHWARD, It 1s NOT belleved that there has beenx

arty rft in the paat 48 hrs. The marked decreass in enemy activity

ing this period is probably.due to his difficulties of sup.

At the present noment, -the enemy must be much exercilsed by :
difficulties in comn and will be "looking over his left shoulder™s
would apgear that the enemy appreciated that the attack now developad

m our RIGHT would pass through us. Now, he is probably wondering

v

m which direction the néxt attaok will develop.

The enemy intends to hald firmly where he stands and will

ose at any cost every effort made by us to seal off completely the-
H BEVELAND isthmus. Evidently he will do 211 in his powser to
vent our gaining complete control of the ZEELAND ISLANDS for, when
t ocours, ANTWERP 1s the Allles most valuable port.

The faot that ANTWERP 1s in the foreground as potentlally the

st valuable prize of the campalgn in the WEST, tends perhaps to

scure the prodigioua adm feat accomplished by a highly maechanized

my in invading HOILAND based on a synthetic port & hundred miles

UTH of a Seine over which every br had been destroyed. Nevertheless,
e securing of this port is of the utmost importance and 1s appreclatad
nally both by the enemy and oursslves.

A, G

cyé(c M Drury) Lt=Col
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ZUID BEVELAND CANAL .. - g L SRR TIN5

The following infm has been extracted and synopsized from an -

sngr apzzunataon‘of,ZUID;BEVELﬁND' ANAL by RCE- 2 Cdn Corps dated .
ot 44, o SRV o Rt A

(| “the landlon both sides of the: y
susceptible to flooding both by|salt') “freshiwater. The main rds
. .are NOT highly ‘eimbanked and would flood‘alsos ' . © ..

, The 'land could probably be flooded to a depth of three to
eight ft by breaking the dykes' giving tidal flooding or by closing

BN ’

a’fOnjlyihg and very =

canal{
for fre

the slulce gates at low tide and opening theém at high tide. This
could be accomplished in approx a week'a time. ' At the present timas,
the land is flooded on the EAST side of the canal; down practically
its entire length. This has~probah1y~baen}effecte¢ by preventing
natural draining of  the polders by ‘keeping!the aluloe gates closed,
The main rds are NOT yet flooded. e ) -

The average width of the ‘canal varles from 190 ft to 290 ft.

~ The ganal 1s non=-tidal and :its normal level 1a about .1 £t above mean
.sea-level at AMSTERDAM, -This leveliis maintained by looks at
HANSYIEERT 4022 and at WEMELDINGE, 4130, °“"There.are NO other locks.
The water level of the oanal 1s above the averags land level adjacent
to 14. The minimum.lovolior'the&oanalabottom”ia_zoi ft_below mean
sea level AMSTERDAM giving a normal minimum depth of 21% fG. .Thus,

by bjgaking”tha canal dykes, tHe adjascent land could be flooded.

»

The canal bank varies from 4 to 5 't above water level. . The slope
- of the under-water sec of the canal bank 1s about 1.3, that of the
dyke being approx 1.2. On thegpolgenfsido“or"thq%canal dyke there la
-usually a drainage ditoch which may:.d ) £0 20Tt In width. The * o
dito?, hould prove. NO.problem. to in the numerous ft brs ‘Woross it
remain. - ey L f:,, :, : R , . .

. S L e R ' - "
. ‘At the' NORTHERN end of the. canal,''in WEMELDINGE, there 1is a »d |
aoross the look,syatomicongiating-OtAtwo}brs:?oqe across the EASTERN
look, | the other'agg¢a&%§h@fWESTERN,Z;Tho$tormer?appasru,rrom air phs,

" to be| of steel ‘aonatr approx 80 £t long and;15 ft wide. The second,
apparsntly a ‘steelswinging br, 1s 210 £t 'long and 14 £t wide. '
Rafting in the-town 1s NOT feasible due to ‘the vertical concrete wells
of the looks: " In.ordsr to effact a erossing in the town by dry Balley,

threq soparate short pailpyalwould have to be -construoted.

= At 411301 and 411299 there are two rds through the EASTERN canal
+- dyke leading déwn to.a quay in the srea.. This is & possible rafting -
' site but the WESTERN axit:would;have'to&be cut through the canal dyke.

There 1s'a swing br at-411286 - 185 ft long 14 £t wide. On the -
EASTERN side of the canal a small rd clrquit starts at the br, runs
under the br for about 50 ‘yds along the canal bank and then swings up

" onto.the main rd. From this small rd circw’t, a remp about 50 yds long

leads loff into the water. This is a feanille spot for rafting but an

exit requiring conqiderqblo'wor¥ would hava\to be made on the WEST slde.

i ; o] [ ‘ £y . .

At 4102564 is.a combination rd and: rail\br. . The rd br has begnﬁ%
demolished leaving a gap of approx 213 ft. " 18 two.rly brs bsgiddit
are still Intact; that, next to the demollighed™ thrhmhg;:bgep' warted

into. ﬂ:"lfd’.ibt’zﬁi’lO"ff.Ab?;.lidov,.".;‘-m;:m;a_;z,;‘.,,‘”::’»Lx1&:\.:‘..»;-«:'«*3 e T ST M S

' , vamediateiy SQUTH‘ofixhajﬁdVbr,i13"1¥p1a§d?wharé it would be
feasible to br withftloating-Bailoy.or~FBEﬂbutfth1a;WOu1d entall .
considerable cutting down of the canal bank. L oo A

. . i - ’ E ' ' . LI .’ o, . ;

At 411256 a bresk in the gamal dyke exists leading down to tus
canal bank but work would have to be done on the WESTERY exit.

At 410247 there existas a dismantled vponteon br composed of 8 rafts
of two| pontoons each. The WESTERN approach, at 409247, is straight and:
through the dyke; the EASTERN approach is by a 10 ft track from the
wharf at 410243. It would be a |simple matter to bulldoze the canal bank
to form a straizht EASTERNJhpprdach:fvThisasita'is fodslbls for igft%ng :
or bridging. The water,gag1betqeen“9 ;st%pg'rampa be;ng:appnox 4 £t
wide. |. e N LE P e T R
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' The pontoons tied up nvarby are 7€ £% long, 17 £t widse. Trera

Er¢ gquays at 410243 and at 407251; both Joined te rds Ly arttyg’ throngh
th% caral dykes. The halght of  the quaya above’ water 1ig S £t to 4 £t

- maXing & possibile raf'ting site. : ;

At HANSWEER?, on'the SOUTHERN!énd‘of:ths éanal, thaere ie NO ra

sydtem across the looks dbut 1t sould be bridged by thrae shopt dry
B?gleya. ¥1th the exeeption of the locks at WEMELDINGE and. HANSNEERT,
th : Co-

‘canal may be orosged with assault boats or kapok., ) »
Damolition of thévloqkéLﬁt'b;thei‘6ﬁdgoria£fﬁpth endy would wake -
the oanalutidal‘gnd wouldgmake*any%floﬁting"br mach mors difrioult o T
oon,tzuct‘but,should NOT effeut assault boats. op kapok to any greal :
extent, . : B EE T o ‘ '

B ?

. ' N
. 1 0'.0’.".’9.B00056'0“(’00.'000

Durlag ths past three-daws;fint*ﬁdrgbnnal tf this DMan Lavs had
tho opportunity to study at firat.h&nd'th& two axtremss of nersonrel
making up the GERMAN Army. ‘It ia wmgual to, £ind numbara of vary
different PW passing through a ¢iv PW oupe who have baon caplured af
the |same time %n one and the sane op, MU IR

. . | Seem

| During thenlaterpatagaswofatheihaidnfighting in osur adv VCRTHWARD
from WOENSDRECHT 6120«tp‘6225,}3—aqpaigerable*nmmber‘of FW wers taken .
- from 6 PARA REGPT. Thé‘majoribyyofithesa*man‘wera found tn be very good
- soldiera and, a1though NOT 30. well.tréined,  every bit as tough as auy

of the 38 tps whorf we fought S,UTHaor*GAEmd““Their'spirit was high and
aven thougih they claimed that heyﬁhadﬁNOT;hadfa“moal in 4 or & daya,
they &ppeared clean and flt.~‘Thaimajortty30f“them wara aoroughly
ranatieal‘ﬂaziuvand'the dlv 1ntarﬁogator-had{more fun chan he aahad .
in al long time. ' . P -

R

At the sams time, our tps toarusting YESTWARD iarougn the mad and
water.gnqo the “UID BEVELAND lathmue wers ganding bacx o tae sage droven
of PW from*70 INp DIV, Thegse wen seemad to lcok vwpon as us thatp

11lberators.. They were delightddfthat;“fbr'tbgm,@pheqwnr in-over,’ N
" Compared with thanparalpps,gtthimadafaquryﬂpogg{imnrassﬁOn‘am "soldiery®,

Repo tgrrrumﬁth@jfidgtps;Lndigmtegxhatithaaﬁfmem:contlnuad their fight -

48 long as‘there waqfa\uuhstanﬁialsaﬁba‘of‘water'and 32sking wat ground
betwesn us and themfandlso;lpngxas‘their'offrq‘andeCOa vere able 1o .

inflict firm sontrol "wpon them,~ But, ag 300n a3 pur tps were nble to
dsfeat the ground and gqt‘clpsewt0<them;(yhay;cume out by gses and pls.
with thelr'banda_up,jj Sty e e AT YT TR : o

ST RES
1A

IE 1a apparaht“tha%ﬁtég‘rqr,‘dﬁfi

4

: : .
vponeige e o d D

ch&gf;enpm& has been the geound

= or the water. It-1a1propaple;thatﬁt?lSjﬁillfﬁemain;our‘most conatant
Phoen L E v negbri DTN : e IO R l"?]“‘“,f;w EE " . . Lot .

Qppcﬂno H‘I D I .4

I

: '1Thera'1é“avary*indidgﬁfdﬁfthdt thé enemy intends to male 2911 uge
of the delay imposed upon us dby.the terrair and by the rd Ylocha sna

va3ry large numbor of glésa'migba,which he has lald seross cur WESTEHR
front| to right,dcgged;y unti;gwq,ggt~ggngsrous}y3c}osa to him. S

L Alresdy, 1020 GR witbgéthep;alameuta of TG DIV bees suffered Wit te,
conaldarable eup and*it'1s«dbubtru1.wheﬁher the poor morsle of thess ths
would withatand the attiition inrlietgd Ly « really dotsrmined attack,

Among the 226 PW of 70 DIV taken to-day, theve-huve been identified
welvg .fron 1018 OR. These men wera ﬁrcbablyﬁlaft_bagind“whenﬁtheirwragtﬁf*
mOVQQ.&O»aEQ#%MERXEMﬁatathepend“of*Sapﬁhmdfhave&nbﬁﬁbeon~abscrbad by 1020

3R, Othors may“be"fﬁuhdmih”1019]GR 1f we vmkes contaot with that finn,
There are gome alight indicationg that I'BN may have srossed to the EAYT
of ZUID BEVELAND eanalL1n;ordar‘to'gpﬁII/lGBQ,whiqh“we,are new! Tighting.,
if this 1s true, they will probably be found in the areéa of tho nigher
ground NB end SCUTH of YERSEXE 4428, Meantime,?a;cpnaﬂderable number of
*¥ bave already been-taken, from. Glv tps-of thls fun:’ Tps of 89 Fastungs
Staum, | with'a sﬁmll?ﬁumbarvof:rfthfracéivadiﬁy witdr from the KCRTH, will
Le founda d&Sposed'along ZUTL BEVELAND canal where thoy mas be sxpactes
to make a firm-atand,_; . o e S ~
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